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^ Memorandum 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 
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date: 11/20/70 
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/X^SAC, KNOXVILLE (100-4101) (P) 
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OMMITTEE QF LIAISON W ITH 
FAMI LIES ^pf SfiBYICfi MffN 
MTSHS) JX$_ NOELTS yjETNAM 
(COLIFAM) ™ 

IS - MISCELLANEOUS 
REGISTRATION ACT 
(OO: NY) 



yt* 


k 





Re New York airtel to Bureau dated 6/9/70. 
Enclosed for the Bureau and New York is one cop], 


k 


owing the results o f_an_in ter vie w with 
on 11/6/70* atflBBBH Tenn. 

• The original of the FD-302 is maintained in 
oxville file 100-4154. 



advised during the course of the 


id 


.most positive his son, 
of the Air Force, is dea 
should any information come to his 
attention concerning the captioned matter, he will 
immediately advise. 

CATE " 




NF0WHAT I OH CONTAIN _ 
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Cl0345 




Bureau (100-457899) (Enc. 1) (RM) 
New York (100-168469) (Enc. 1) (RM) 
3 - Knoxville (2 - 100-4101) 

(1 - 100-4154 C) 
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A// she. fl&- 


DE 100-37260 


eceived a letter from her son, 
nor has she been contacted by i^representaewe 
AH. She stated her son's wife probably hears from him 
if anyone would, but her daiighter-in«law andstearenot 
on speaking terms. Her son's wife is named flHHH and / ? ^ 
does not have her address but she resides i^H^V ^ 
Virginia* Her name is probably in the telephon^oooK^ 

Mrs. supplied a pamphlet announcing the , 

first annual meetin^or members of the National League of Families 
of American Prisoners and Hissing in Southeast Asia, which 
was held at the Marriott Twin Bridges Motor Hotel, Washington, 

D.C* This pamphlet in the form of a ballot listed the 
names of 45 members named by the Nominating Committee as 
candidates for the Board of Directors. This pamphle^i^^^ 
being enclosed for WFO for their informatin. Mrs. 
received this pamphlet through the mail from the group / 
and it does not need to be returned. 


It is to b 


d that Mrs 


o rurther contacts witn ner are contemplated 


RICHMOND 
— 

AT VIRGINIA 

Attempt to loc ate- and if feasible Interview Mrs. 

complying with instructions as set 
orth in referenced New York alrte 1 . 




BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

AH &U. /4&e. &> f*9 Vi.- V , . , . . 
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WR016 VF COOED 
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E£ 11-6- 


70 ALM (SENT 11-7-70) 


TO DIRECTOR 


I Mr. Tolson 

I Mr. Sullivan 

I Mr. Mohr.. 

Bi'hop 

Mr.B rennanCD— 
^BMr. Callahan 

VrMr. Casper 

Mr. Conrad 

& Mr. Feit 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. R sen 

Mr. Ta%el 

Mr. Walters 

Mr. S ars 

11 1 Tele. Euora 

•- a .H MiBS h imM 

fiM] Mils Gandy 


ATTENTION DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 


NEW YORK 


FROM WASHINGTON FIELD IP 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN 
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DETAINED IN NORJH^lZIiiAM^T.COLIEA^) a IS - MISCELLANEOUS, 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

I EG I STR AT ION ACT* ML/ ETN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

f cmhs&Io 

RE NEW YORK TELETYPE TO BUREAU, NOVEMBER FIVE, NINETEEN 


>7^ 


SEVENTY. 


INFORMATION FROM 


PROVIDED TO BUREAU FILE ONE ZERO ZERO - FOUR FOUR THREE NINE 


ONE SIX BY WFO AIRTEL DATED OCTOBER EIGHT, LAST, WAS ALL THE 


INFORMATION POSSESSED BY SOURCE. SOURCE RETAlNg^O PERMANENT iw£ 
RECORDS AND HAS NO DATA BESIDES TH^ AlJ^Sd^ SET £UT . /C> w 


RUC. 


REM FBI WASH DC 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File \o. 


UNITED STATES DEPA RTM TINT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BlHEAl OF INVESTIGATION 

Sacramento, California 
November 23, 1970 


COMMITTEE uF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 
OF SERVICEMEN DETAINEE IN NORTH VIETNAM (CoLIFAil) 






tf&Cs? 0 






This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 

agency* 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HSRzWlS UK CLASS 1F1EQ 
*EC5PT«HEfcS SHOWN 


♦* ♦“ V Ay M « V. ■ « ^ A J A t • Ar- A -I J M » W A • « W 

iivju lo uc uioLiiumeu uuLSiut; yu llx. 


EKaosofiB 



























United SUttt Air Fa res, i yrlt t a r «f m* 


About Dirwbir t 1969, the ccetlitl « Utt« from 
tiM Aaerloen Friends Service Cp—lttce, Pblli4|lphi« v 
JPWDS/Ivuda, which ladleattd t!ot **000 00 0 0 ** m going 
to nit 1 trip to Berth Tletnen tad mid bo oblo to 
tsfee lottos to prisoners of nor* Do io not totally 
certain, but believes 0000 represent it ive of tho United 
Stotoo Air Foret also contacted hor about the sene tins, 
indicating that mil for prisoners of oar night bo 
dtliwtd ria tbia mono. > 

About n*rch, 1970, Hr*. (||^^ received a latter 
from the Cosmittee of Lie Item with Families of Servlceasn 
Detained in Berth TUtafte (OOUFAK) . She recalled that 
the letter bora the printed signature of e person whose 
last none was V&1BS, It was a cover letter enclosing a 
letter free her prisoner of war son. She subsequently 
received a letter in April end in Jtrae, 1970* 

Mgagl lz/t ^ 

Hr* • qHH indicated that she is nest grateful 
for this avenue of correspondence to and from bar prisoner 
of war son* She stated that the letters from this 
cosndttee have appeared to be courteous, sympathetic, and 
with a sincere desire to help. She recalled that there 
had been no dewands, no requests for contributions or 
no solicitations in the letters* 

WO 

Mrs.Hpm stated that since this consittee 
apparently pronSth* only possible source of contact 
with her sen, she would prefer not to nake any appearances 
*hlch mnli in Utr my Jeop*rdt« 

0NTAINr.!? Z-i 
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Dot 



^September 24 t 1970 


Naval 


lomiM, is xim m. re or 
tteltad Statu Havy, a 
irlaontr ox vir in North Vietnam who was captured 
196S. 



Bar first contact with tbs Committee of Liaison 
with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 
(CGLXFAM) 9 ims at San Diego durlqg the Easter season in 
1970 via a phone eall of an individual who identified 
himself as STEVE HALLONEU, of that commit tee » 


HALLOVELL stated that he was then in San 
Francisco and had a letter Which he would mall to her. 
The letter arrived with a cover letter from COLIFAM 
which, indicated that this was one of a packet of letters 
from prisoners of war which a member of their committee 
secured while in North Vietnam. She wee invited to 
communicate with her husband via that committee and has 
done so on several occasions since that time. 

She has in no we/ been intimidated t solicited 
or cajoled b/ the COLIFAM and has no wish to testify 
If that testimony would In an/ we/ Jeopardise the 
continuance of the contact with her prisoner of war 
husband. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED Li* 

Bf.KEtN IS UNCLASSIFIED — 

i>AiE2l 

rftiA fiA I 

ViW€s 10 r 



on 9/14/70 


Li* 

California 
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felted \ 
la Hart* 


flitn— liact 


Dor lag lata 19(9 and 1970 v Rn^mpnotlnd 
amrtl Utttrs froa tht Cmltttf of llsl son with Fanille* 
of Sorrlcmm Otttlmd la Borth Yietnan (OOUTAM}» 
which hrrt melamd Uttm froa bar prisoner of war 
how bond. She boo UVavlae sent atvcral latter* to hi* 
rli that Mat ootsret* Shi how la no Manor bom 
intiaiditodt sol tel tod, or cajoled by thio oonalttte, 

Sbt mold prefer to omd her lettora Tie an official 
United Statu Goreromst soorca, hot to data, thla 
eooalttu appears to proride the only effective avenue 
for contact with bar baseband. She would prefer not to 
give any taatlmny against this comlttee that night 
Jeopard!** that aourc* of contact with her busbare. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HFREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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A U i'X' fe*- 


She has since received two more letters frot. 
her husband via this ooos&ittee. latest being in 

August, 1970. She has not been harassed or cajoled or 
intimidated by this coasalttee and Is grateful for any 



action on 
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9/24/70 





Mrs. ^ 

advised that her hush and has bee/^nTssing in action 
since 1966. She stated that while she was in Denver in 
March of 1966, she received an anonymous phone call 
telling her that her husband had died and gave her the 
sites and particulars concerning his being missing in 
action. She stated that she reported this to Randolph 
Air Force Base 0 She advised that she heard no more 
concerning this call. 

^ rs * Stated that in December of 1969, 

she received a telephone call from a man who said he was 
from "The Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM)’ 1 , but did not give 
his name. She stated that he was in San Jose and that 
he wanted to meet with her and talk about her husband. 

She stated she refused to make this meeting. She stated 
that during this same month she also received a letter 
from COLIFAM which she recalls having said that they cculc 
help her get information concerning her husband’s where- 
abouts. The letter had some propaganda concerning the 
United States causing the war in Vietnam, but they said 
in spite of this they exist to help families get in contact 
with servicemen detained in North Vietnam. 

b? £* 

Mrs, stated that she no longer has 

this piece of correspondence and has received no other 
correspondence or contact from COLIFAM since 1969, She 
stated the above was all that she could remember concerning 
the contact with COLIFAM and advised that she would notify 
the FBI if she received any further contacts. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
H'.RETN 13 UNCLASSIFIED 
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Mrs. 

that is th^*rf7eofj|||^JH||HHHii|^H||| She 
stated that she was first contacted by theuommittee 
of Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained in North 
Vietnam (C0L1FAM) on March 9, 1970, by means of a letter 
through them from her husband. She stated the letter 
contained quite a bit of propaganda about the United 
States* involvement in Vietnam and also recommending that 
the United States withdraw from the war. 

Mr s.fBHBI stated that she got a letter from 
her husband postmarked April 30, 1970, and that on May 4, 
1970, she received a letter from Reverend RICHARD 
FERNANDEZ saying that he had obtained and forwarded the 
above letter under the auspices of COLIFAM. 

Mrs. advised that she forwarded letters 

to her husband as enclosures to letters to BARBARA WEBSTER 
on June 21, 1970, and September 20, 1970. 

She advised that on September 21, 1970, she 
received a letter from COLIFAM which she produced and 
which is attached hereto, 

Mrs. ^^^■■advised that at no time during her 
contacts with SSClFAlFhas she been harassed or cajoid; 
that she is not aware of how the organization makes its 
contacts; and advised that the only reasons she deals 
with this organization is because she has no other way 
to remain in some kind of contact with her husband. She 
stated that she would most assuredly testify concerning 
her knowledge of the operation of COLIFAM if the U. S. 
Government were to so reauest her. rMJTAISED 

* . iLL — 

m 

^ 12 f&IS.VlO 

9/22/70 California SC 100-2745 
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(212) 765-1490 


September 18 , 1970 


We are very happy to forward the en- 
closed letters to you. I would like to give 
you an account of the events that took place 
around the illegal seizure of these letters 

at Knnnodv Hrhnrt nn Hodnoadxv Vnn 

have had your mail a day or two earlier had it 
not been for this interference. 


Robert Scheer announced when he left 
Hanoi that he had been given 379 letters from 
pilots whose names appeared on the list of 
335 previously confirmed prisoners. Mr. 

Scheer, with a delagation of 10, had spent 
three months in Algeria, Nor th Korea, China, 
and North Vietnam, and had accumulated a wide 
range of materials. However, U.S, Customs 
officials at Kennedy Airport x^ere interested 
only in the whereabouts of the letters. Mr. 
Scheer opened the two packets of letters for 
the Customs officials to see. They then took 
him into a private room and demanded that he 
turn over the mail, saying, M T >7 e must open it 
and read it - He refused to hand over the 
letters as they had been consigned to him for 
immediate delivery to families. Finally, the 
Customs officials agreed to place the letters 
in bond, where the packages were officially 
sealed and a receipt given to Mr. Scheer. 

(Last Saturday 143 letters' were brought 
by a traveller returning from Hanoi. That 
brought to 1243 the number of letters from pri- 
soners that have been delivered by hand to the 
U.S. without interference.) 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HF.REtN IS UNCLASSIFI 
da t tH baps BY^go: 

TS&fif 4 



is 

e/> 
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?io explanation has been offered by anyone for the 
seizure of the mail, and no guarantees have been made that 
this will not happen again. On Thursday afternoon the 
State Department assured me that the mail was available 
to be claimed and expressed concern that it be forwarded 
immediately to relieve anxiety of waiting families. We 
reminded the State Department that it was the government 
that had seized the mail in seeming disregard for the fam- « 
ilies, prisohers, and the future of communication between 
them. Hr. Scheer off erred to meet with representatives of 
the State Department at the airport to discuss the situation 
and see what could be done to prevent future occurrances of 
this nature. His request was rejected. Fhen he went with 
Rennie Davis and myself to reclaim the nail, he was unneces- 
sarily harrassed, and the press was ejected from observing 
the reclamation, despite the fact that the very same people 
had observed the seizure. when he finally got the letters, 

"r. Scheer immediately transferred them to the Committee of 
Liaison for distribution. 

He are very distressed about this incident. This 
delivery of mail brought first letters from previously con- 
firmed prisoners for four families, some of whom had had 
no mail for five years. He have devoted considerable time 
and effort to maintaining a reliable and efficient channel 
for communication between you and the pilots. At the ini- 
tiative of the North Vietnamese both the volume and frequency 
of mail has increased. The pilots have been receiving in- 
creasing numbers of packages, including a wide assortment of 
food, medicines, clothing and various kinds of games. He 
are not responsible for the consequences that acts of govern- 
mental interference may produce. 

Please do not hesitate to be in touch with us if 
you have any questions, and kindly inform us of any changes 
of address. Should you wish us to forvzard mail to your 
relatives in North Vietnam we will be glad to do so. There 
will be several people travelling there in the coming months. 


Sincerely ^yours , 
Cora TTeiss 
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i 7 / v 'j FamiSiec of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 


:ABLE ADDRESS: 

COLiAFAM 


365 West 42nd Street, Hew York, N.Y. 10036 


(212) 765-1490 


^©-chairmen: 

Dove Dellinger 
Coro Weiss 

rrecsyrer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 

"on-.miftee 

Richard J. Barnett /, 
Rennie Davis Y 

Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richcrd Fc!k 
Rov. Rickard rernor.dei 
Normcn Pruckter 
*Mcggie Geodes 
Stove KcUiwol! 

Prof. Dor.oid Kalish 
Srcwcrt Mejcncrr. 

Pror. 3co Seiiirntn 
Prof. Frcna Scr.urrr.cnn - 
Ethel To'/ior 
*£crbcra V/cbster 
Trudi Yeung 

’staff 


Dear 






We* re v3^^>appy to forward this letter 
to you which Just arrived from North Vietnam 
along with<?( others. 

We know it*s been a long time since 
you were informed that this letter was en 
route , but it l s a long trip and we too are 
delighted that they*ve arrived. 


Sincerely, 


Barbara Webster Maggie Geddes 
for the Committee of Liaison 


AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

herein is unclass ifi 

D*TE , 7b3te>_ BYj 




SL IOU-274S 


Aa he. 


Krt. 
Mdr 




yt^ 

ladrlaed that ah* kztfvi of no other person* 
*at«rtal fm relatives hot innni that 
k«i MOEMte^ aa aba ana Igr OOUFih, 
aa let tart ah* haa MCtlnd appear to ha fan typ* 
latter* which must rtotltc aide Aftrlhaiau 

yiA 

airload that ahe baa one kept the oarr** 
Art* and In fact ah* ganatnlly 4 m not 
ma op«a the envelope*, She stated* hooker* that ah* 4 m 
at ill bar* the last earJLap* fra CCtLXFArt* which ah. 

had not opened* Hca* Mir opened the tk*r<i aact loncd envelop 
and advised that ahe did not aant ta keep It and furnished It 




The following la a copy of the face of the envelop* 
and a copy of a Utt«r and a copy of on* of three blank letter 
fozs* contained In the envelope! 
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Dove Dellinger 
Coro Weiss 

’rec surer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 

‘or.rr.ittee 

RicVcrd J. Bornett 
Rer.r.ic Dcvis 
Madeline Duckies 
Pro?. Richard Folk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Neman Fruchter 
*M.crcie Geddes 
Steve He 1 I i v/el ! 

Prot. Done Id Kolish 
St ewsrt Meachcrn 
Prof. Sco Seitzmor. 

Prof. Fronz Scnurmann 
Ethel Toy for 
'iiorbara Webster 


May 4, 1970 


all INFORWATIOS CONTAINED .-* 1 / (2)2) 765.1490 

HKBEIN 15 UNCLASSIFir' 

. r)U*l0* PVM vn 

PAIEJ± %,A^rOT 

c.wws's'io 

From: Rev. Richard Fernandez 

To: The families of the 335 presently confirmed 
prisoners held in North Vietnam 
Re: Information on correspondence with prisoners 

On April 20th I returned from a three-week trip to 
Laos and North Vietnam. In North Vietnam I spoke 
with officials responsible for communication between 
pilots held in detention there and their families 
here. The following information was emphasized to 
me by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are 
anxious to make sure that you are aware of it: 


i) 


2 ) 


3) 


The Vietnamese recommend that families use the 
air-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence. 

Communication to pilots should be limited to 
matters of family and health. 


Yo 


ung 


Pilots are allowed to receive one 
month and one package every other 
over six pounds in weight). 


letter per 
month (not 


w staff 


want to write. 


Detention Camp authorities have said that they do not 
wish to receive several letters and/or packages per 
month for a given pilot from different members of the 
same family. Families should make arrangements for 
alternating letters each month if different members 


-he North Vietnamese authorities indicated that, from this point 
forward, they villi not feel responsible for forwarding letters and 
packages that do not adher to the above. 

U ■/ 


If the letter form is mailed directly it can go in another envelope 
but the mail route, "via Moscow, U,S.S,R.," should definitely be in- 
cluded in the address. If letters are sent to the Committee of Liaison 
fo-r forwarding please enclose but do not affix stamps as we send letter 
on in packets. The Committee cannoi/^orward packages for families. 

Unile I was in Hanoi, Pro f. Douglas/Dowd of Cornell University 3 nd I 
met with three pilots: Cdr. Robert Schweitzer of Lemoore, California; 
Cor. Valter Wilbur of Virginia Beach and Lt. Col. Edison Miller of 
Santa Ana, California. The three men were in good health, and said 
they heel daily exercise and reading material. The three pilots ad- 
vised us that they h3d been getting letters and packages from their 

2 1 


Richard Fernandez memo - page 2 



families, and asked that packages include toilet articles and canned 
foods. In particular they mentioned soap, shaving oreatn (no razors 
or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cream, instant coffee and 
non-melting candy. They said they do not need clothes. 

Also, in my discussions with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity 
with the American People, the Committee of Liaison* s contact in North 
Vietnam, we confirmed that since December over 900 letters have been 
sent from Hanoi through the Committee of Liaison. Of those, 156 
letters are still on their way from Hanoi to families here. 

We hope that this information clarifies some aspects of correspondence 
for you. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate 

to c on tact us * 
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NGir&I G&l (AUr.„.r) 


HP T£K (Name in full): 


$fl LfKH (Service number) : 

HOI ¥A KG Ay SIKH (Date & place of birth): 

i|A C«F (Address): 

TR^I GIAM PHI C6NG M? BJ bAt TAI 
Ntrac VI$T - KAM DAN CHU CQNG HOA 

VIA MOSCOW, USSR (Camp of detention for US. pilots captured 

in the DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC of VIETNAM) 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 


GU * / (AiJresjee) 


Hp T£n (Name In full): 


HACK? (Address): 





GKI CHU (N.B.h 

1. Phai viet ro ▼£ chi dvrp'C viet tren nhirng ddng ke tSn (Write 
legibly end only on the lines). 


2 . 

3 . 


Trong thir chi dirg-c n6i ve Unh" hinh tire khoe ?i Unh hlnb 

gia dinh (Write only about health and family). 

Cia dinh gu-i den cflng phai theo dung mJu, khufin kho vi quy 
dinh niy (Letters from (amities should also conform to this proforma). 


\ 
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Chorocte?: 


Synopsis: 


INTERNAL SECURITY - MISCELLANEOUS 
REGISTRATION ACT 



Texas ,'^?5ve been in contact With Lull t am regarding 
relatives who are prisoners of war. Results of their 
contacts set forth. Major FRED THOMPSON, U. S. Air Force, 
Randolph Air Force Base, Texas-, was released as a prisoner 
of war in July, 1968. Major THOMPSON advised that his 
family was not contacted by anyone prior to his release 
other than military, authorities . 


i - P - ATJj INFORMATION CONTAINED yt* 

IT.F5IN IS UNCLAnSIFIED^^^^— 
AT TEXAS '^7/33^4 

The follo wing investigation was conducted by 
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SA 100- 11651 

She is the mother of 

who is reported missing in actio^i^Vi^nanu^^^^^H 
never heard from captioned committee an d i ts known 
memb ej*a — gfcpse name s were rea d to her. 

Mrs . 

Virginia, is a representative of the "Members of" the 
National League of Families of American Prisoners and 
Missing in Southeast Asia," sponsored by the military 
services . t 
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/*r sctrt'r 


— -She advi ced : ■feat feer. 0ftly she . ^as actual I YL:3| 

hart with the cGcrdtteo- was the last^ tina~= in Jim* July* car Augus 
when she wrote - a letter: t^her - hoeband and- addressed it via the 


Ceraitte* or Liaison Wife !te£l€es eC Serviceman Detained in - 
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{212) 745- U90 


Dear 



April 20, 1970 
C* ^ 


,>«' v 


Rav. RTchord Fernandez, a aecber of the 
Committee of Liaison, returned today front a 
two-week trip to Leos end North Vietnam. Ke 
brought back tho enclosed letter along with 
201 others from prisoners being held in ' 
North Vietnam. 


While there. Rev. Fernandes held 8 lengthy 
interview with three pilots, Cdr. Robert 
Schweitzer, Cdr. r’slter Wilber *nd Lt. Col. 
Edison Miller. also was advised by North 
Vietnamese authorities that families should 
write letters monthly on the enclosed air- 
letter forms. V’e are therefore tending 
several to you st this time and will send 
more with subsequent mail. 

We ere of course very pleased to be able 
to forward this letter to you. 


Sincerely yours 



Steven E. Halllwsll 


,L INFORMATION CONTAINS!) 

SREIN IS UNCLASSIFI 

»TF.T| >?h3 

■p0u0|MlABLe» IZSIi- 
ct 
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t y/w’j Families c; Co;;: soy;: on Da'. Dined in fJori!? 

«5 Wes( 42nd Street. Hew York. N.Y. 10035 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
coliafam 


( 3 ) 2 ) 765-1490 


Ce-dioirmen: 

Dov« Dellinger 

Cw« W*i»» 

Trtutrtc 

Mr*. A*nt B*nn*tt 

Commit*** 

R (chord J. Barnett 
Rennie Davit 
Madeira* Dvckle* 

Prof, Rickard Falk 
Rev. Rickard Fernandez 
Norman Frveklor 
‘Maggie Gcddct 
Steve Hoiiiwcii 
Prof. Do.-jld Kolith 
Stewart Meackom 
Prof. Bee Seitzman 
Prof. Franz Schurmonn 
Ethel Taylor 
‘Barbara Webtter 
Trudi Yaeng 


Itoy 4, 1970 

Prom: Rev. Richard Fernandez 

to: The families of the 335 presently confirmed 
prisoners held in North Vietnam 
Re: Information on correspondence with prisoners 

On April 20th I returned from a three-week trip to 
Laos and Korth Vietnam. In North Vietnam I spoke 
with officials responsible for communication between 
pilots held in detention there and their families 
here. The following information was emphasized to 
ne by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are 
anxious to make sure that you are aware of it: 

1) The Vietnamese recommend that families use the 
air-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence. 

2) Communication to pilots should J>e limited to 
matters of family and health. 

3) Pilots are allowed to receive one letter per 
month and one package every other month (not 
over six pounds in weight). 


•*»off Detention Camp authorities have said that they do not 

wish to receive several letters and/or packages per 
month for a given pilot from different members of the 
same family. Families should make arrangements for 
alternating letters each month if different members 

want. to write. 


The North Vietnamese authorities indicated that, from this point 
forward, they will not feel responsible for forwarding letters end 
packages that do not adher to the above. 

If the letter form is mailed directly it can go in another envelope 
but the mail route, "via Moscow, U.S.S.R.," should definitely be in- 
cluded in the address. If letters are sent to the Committee of Liaison 
for forwarding please enclose but do not affix stamps as we send letters 
on in packets^ The Committee cannot forward packages for families. 

While I ties in Hanoi, Prof. Douglr-t Do;;d of Cornell University and I 
met with three pilots: Cdr, Robt-:-r Schvie itzer of Lemoore, California; 
Cdr, Walter Wilbur of Virginia leach and Lt. Col. Edison Hiller of 
Sapta Ana, California. The three men were in good health, and said 
they had daily exercise and reading material. The three pilots ad- 
vised us that they had bee., getting letters and packages from their 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCDASSIFXZD^MM^m 

c A) W5fS^t> 


ls?<o- 

£To (A*-'*' 


8 


Richard Ferneries r.c~o - pore 2 



fsrr.ilies, er.d asked tr.ct pzz':z~-.z _r.5li.r2c toilet articles end conr;d 
foods. In particular ‘:'c. cy :._r.oior.ad loco, ch3fin? cross (no rczoi'c 
or blades), toothpaste, co.iierri r.ril!: and creaat, instant coffee er.d 
non-r.oltinj candy. They said t:.:-y do not need clothes. 


Also, In wy discussions 
rilth the American Pccpi 

V ^ ^ t.« a A «i«r -./■ 

t c VUIJ 1 

sent from. Hanoi through 
letters ere still on tfc 


•jith the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity 
, the C;: of Liaison* s contact in Ho: 

*- n ^ w v ^ '' - r <»•- '-i ^ m A it AM O 1 A f 14 fcM A V* ^ rt 

t w i .j w wvci yw iti'U&i j 

the Cc . . toe of Liaison. Of these, 1 
Xt way fro:.-. Hanoi to families • here . 



We hope that this inf orr.iticn clarifies acme espects of correspondence 
for you. If you have tv; fir ;he : nua-stions please do hot hesitate 
to contact us. 
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Trvdi Young 

Staff 


June 14, 3970 


Dear friend: 

We are very glad to send you tbe enclosed 
letter from North Vietnam. It, along 
with 142 other a, was brought to this 
country by Jean Palomdon, Nancy Rubin 
and Judy Clsver — anti-war activists 
who spent two weeks in North Vietnam. 

The letters v:e? 5 , slightly delayed in 
getting here because all the Material 
they brought tact, with them, including 
the letters, was confiscated by the 
Canadian Cu. corns upon their arrival in 
Montreal. 7nis was totally unexpected 
and unprecedented; but they generated 
enough pressure so that everything was 
returned to them. 

There will be another group going to 
North Vietnam at the end of this month. 

If you would like them to take a letter 
from you, please send it to us in the 
next week or so. 




Sincerely, • 

BaKbOJtK lOjL&stzA. 

Barbara Webster 



r,L information contained 
F.FEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

ATE f/affi* BY?fq 
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v/iVA FaiXjJtes of Bo'czizzd in north 

165 W«*» 42r> c Sl.wit, Ks*» York, N.Y. 10036 * ' 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
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( 21 ?) 7&1-UM 


C«*cha{tmen: 
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C*ra W*ii» 

Trioinrtr: ^ 

Mu. Ann* Bennett 

Ctmmitte* 

Richord J. Barnett 
Rennie Davit 
Madeline Dvcklet 
Pfe*. Richard Folk 
Rev. RicSord Fernandez 
Norman Frwehter 
C.rddss 
Steve Hcliiwcll 
Prof. Dotsld Kalijh 

Srtcwart y.aochcm 

Prof. Bea Seitsmon 
Prof. From Schjrmann . 
Ethel Toy lor 
‘Barbero V.'cbzter 
Trudi Yeung 

StoH 



We* re very h" * to forward this letter 
to you which i/.;ived from North Vietnam 

along with S'| others. 

We knovj It ’ s tson n long time alnce 

tfrtil fctayo InrOriTjd H' - •£ 1 foV* kifl « »Y\ 

route, but it's a loog trip and we too ere 
delighted that they’ve arrived. 


Sincerely, 

0 ^ Iz. 

Barbara Webster Maggie Geodes 
for the Committee of Liaison 
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COKflEilCATIOiJ WITH CAPTURED* A IRMEN 


Trrsoifcr: '. 

VW. Arm* Bonnitt 

Ccmmlnos (in formation): 
Rennit Drvis . m 
Rev. Pichrrd F emend az 
C:Sc '53 
*S;£vc H: 

£:s\vcrt 

Prof. Bc5 S;itccv:n 
Ethel Tzylor 
•Cirfcra Wsteief 
*Trudi Yourvj 
•fU« 


ESTABLISHED BY NEW COMMITTEE: 

" letters en route now 


Chicago, J rn. 15: In an unprecedented move, 

eix enti-uor activists announced today the formation 
of a Committee of Liaison with Families of Servlce- 
men stained in North Vietnam. The Committee will, 
according to Mrs. Core V'siss, a co-choirman of the 
new group end c housewife from River dale, N.Y, , 
"facilitate cc.-r.uni.ee ticn between servicemen held 
in Korth Vietnam and their relatives in the United 
States." 


Specifically, "the Committee will receive letters from the captured 
American pilots," according to Mrs. \J« iss, "and immediately forwsrd 
them to the addressee. Also," she continued, "we will forward inquiries 
frem families in the United States to the North Vietnamese authorities 
and they will attempt to confirm the status of their missing relatives. " 


According to Mrs. Weiss, "the Kortr. Vietnamese have agreed to send and 
receive one letter per month fcc : ran airmen (mown to be held in North 
Vietnam and relatives in this counter. Letters sent from the U.S.," 
she continued, "e would bo cadres 3 c-a to prisoner, serial number, Csr.p 
of Detention for u.s. FJIoce Ceptursd in the DRV, Hanoi, Democratic 
Republic of Viet "5m, vie p ** V- ion. 11 Packages, Mrs. Vc-ios 

added, ccn be sent every other month end are not to emceed six pounds. 
Mrs . Weiss noted that the Committee *..111 forward letters for the 
families to North Vietnam if requested by relatives to do so. 


Dave Dellinger, the other co-chairman of the Committee and presently 
being tried on conspiracy chargaa in Chics go, outlined the background 
of previous prisoner releases to the American peace movement end acid 
that "It is understandable that the North Vietnamese indicate their 
confidence in the American people through the peace movement in this 
way. Ve who are on this Commit tse,’* he continued, "firmly believe 
that the safe return of American pilous held in North Vietnam con only 
come from a decision on tbs part of the U.S. government to withdraw 
from Vietnam." 


Mr. Dellinger decried the U.S, government for its ignoring the fate 
of thousands of prisoners in Jells in South Vietnam who, with full know- 
ledge and assistance of American personnel, are subjected to grotesque 
tortures, as ha3 been frequently documented , most authoritatively by 
Congressman John Conyers and the F.sv, Robert Drinan, Dean of Boston 
College Lav; School, in a recent survey of South Vietnamese prisons. 

Another member of the Commit tee, Stewart Neachara, Peace Education 
Secretary of the American Friends Service leranittee, said that "Lou 
Schneider of the AFSC has recently been given a packet of 69 letters 
in Hanoi from servicemen and those letters will coon arrive frem Kong 
Kong in New York, 3nd will ir.rr.ee; at sly ta sent to the addressees." Mr. 
Meachim said that "the 69 latter.- cr. route to the U.S. were written bv 
6t prisoners and the Ccs-mittes u: r. presently confirm the ncm.eo of 2 o 2 
airmen held by the North Vie tr.t mere, or reported to be de3d or inkr.cwn." 
Mr. Meachem emphasised them the list (s vs liable upon request) of 182 
names was neither final nor comprehensive. He said that "While these 
nerves are known to us, there are undoubtedly others known to their 
families." 


Other persons participating in the ..ess conference Included Rennie 
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Dev is, e defendant in the cone 
Director of Clergy and Layr.ro 
and Trudi Your.", ateff termers 


pir;cy trial, the Rev. Richard ?crn 
Co.. a:, .'red About Yiotncn, and Harris 
Of the COuiUittCfi* 


rr.dez , 
C-eddes 


Dec or.be r 19c>9, Kr s. Cora Weil' ;-r rS two other women, Ethel Taylor of 
?hll303_pn c end Madeleine Ducklet Sen Prencieco, ell active with 
wor:on Stride for recce, ccr..e from Hanoi with 133 letters frc;c 

prisoners for Christ-. ;vrc . . uioo said at tbe pre 33 conference that 
she hso worked out t..~ details fer this Cor.aittee during this recent 
trip. Historically, the development of the Ccawittee 1 b unprecedented 
in tlttt of war, • 


Other Giotib'-rs of the Cormittoe of IAelson not present at todey’s cress 
conference include Mrs. Anne Bennett, Prof. Bee Seiteman, Steve Kelli- 
well and Barbara Webeter. Tbe Comal t tee's office is at 365 Vfe 3 t 42nd 
Street, 2nd floor, Hew York, 2T.Y. 3 
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(212) 765-1490 
September 18, 1970 


Dear Friends, 

' We ere very happy to forward the en- 
closed letters to you. I would like to give 
you an account of the events that took place 
around the illegal seizure of these letters 
at Kennedy Airport on Wednesday. You would 
have had your mail a day or two earlier had it 
not been for this interference. 

Robert Scheer announced when he left 
Hanoi that he had been given 379 letters from 
pilots whoso no. ’.os appeared on the list of 
335 previously confirmed prisoners, f'r. 

Scheor, with a delagation of 10, had spent 
three months in Algeria, North Korea, China, 
and North Vietnam, and had accumulated a wide 
range of materials. However, U.S. Customs 
officials at Kennedy Airport we re interested 
only in the whereabouts of the letters. .*tr. 
Schecr opened the two packets of 'letters for 
the Customs officials to see. They then took 
him into a private room and demanded that he 
turn over the mail, saying, "we must open it 
and read it. He refused to hand over the 
letters as they had been consigned to hire for 
immediate del:, vary to f ami Her. Finally, the 
Customs officials agreed to. place the letters 
in bond, whore the packages were officially 
sealed and a receipt given to ;!r. Scheer. 

(Last Saturday 143 letters were brought 
by a traveller returning from Hanoi. That 
brought to 12^! 3 the number of letters from pri- 
soners that have been delivered by hand to the 
O.S. without interference.) 
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!!o explanation h?.o bean offered by anyone for the 
seizure of the nail, and no guarantees have been made that 
this %/ill not happen again. On Thursday afternoon the 
State Department assured r.a that the nail vas available 
to be claimed and expressed concern that it be forwarded 
immediately to relievo ar.::iety of waiting families. V’e 
reminded the State Departm-int that it was the government 
that had seized th? mail in scc-rirq disregard for the fam- 
ilies* prisoners* and the future of conanmication between 
then. ?Jr. Scheer of f erred J .-~ mast with representatives- of 
the State Department at the airport to discuss the situation 
and see what could bo done to prevent future occurrences of 
this nature . His request v<.:- rejected. Wien he vent with 
Rennie Davis and myself to reclaim the stall, he was unneces- 
sarily harrassed, and the prouu was ejected from observing 
the reclamation, despite the fact that the very same people 
had observed the seizure. *’hen he finally got the letters, 
"r. Scheer immediately transferred then to the Committee of 
Liaison for distribution. 

T’e are very distressed about this incident. This 
delivery of mail brought first letters from previously con- 
firmed prisoners for four families, some of whom had had 
no mail for five years. have devoted considerable time 

and effort to maintaining a reliable and efficient channel 
for communication between y. .. r - the pilots. At the ini- 
tiative of the North Victr." both the volume and frequency 
of mail has increased. Th< r,i_ots have been receiving in- 
creasing numbers of ptchegoo , including a wide- assortment of 
food, medicines, clothing an’ rious .bines of games. ■'& 
are not responsible for the epa sequences that acts of govern- 
mental interference may produce. 

Please do not hesitate to be in touch with us if 
you have i-..y guvu-ia...: , ;r b;r..*ly inform »»r of any changes 
of address. Should you wish us to forward mail to your 
relatives in. Porth Vietnam wo will be glad to do so. There 
will be several people travelling there in the coming months. 

Sincerely ^ours , 

H- 

’Cora T ’eics 
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:ermine whether or not she hadhad 
any contact with the Committee of Liaison with Famlies of 
Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM). 

In response, Mrs. stated that she has 

received 12^^tte^^in all fi^n^ner husband since he was 
captured 1966. The last six letters 'Which she 


r 


has receive 


mber y 1969 , have all been received 


through the Committee (COLIFAM). She advised that prior t 
December she had gone approximately 1 1/2 years without a 
letter from her husband. She stated that the letters are 
sent to her in an envelope bearing the return address for 
the committee, 3645 North 42nd Street , New York City, and 
that they usually contain a letter from the committee on 
letterhead stationery stating how they received the letters, 
how many letters they received, and that the^wpuld be happy 
to assist in any manner whatsoever. Mrs. stated that 

she has not contacted the committee at any^ff^^^ has never 
sent them a donation, and has not been contacted in person 
by any member of the committee other than the receipt of the 
letters which she stated she gratefully receives. 


She advised the last letter she received from 
her husband was dated by her husband in May, 1970 and 
postmarked in New York by the committee June 14, 1970. She 
exhibited the form letter which was contained with her husband’s 
letter which was on the stationery of the committee. In the 
details of the letter, it indicated that 142 other letters 
had been brought out by JEAN T^ALONDON , NANCY RUBIN and 
JUDY CLAVER who had returned several weeks ago from North 
Vietnam but had been delayed in Montreal, Canada, by Customs 
and all letters seized and subsequently returned. The letter 
continued that another group would be going to Vietnam in 
the very near future to obtain some more letters. 


Mrs. 


stated that in one of the letters there 


was a rnpy nf the news release dated rhipag^ | .Tannery 1 R y 147^ 
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FRED NEALE TlURPSON, Mai or, U. S. Air Force ? Casualty 
Division Headquarters , Military personnel Center, advised that 
he was a prisoner in North Vietnam and that he had been ? 
released in July of 196 8, He advised that the first r. . 
indication he received of being released occurred on July 4, 

196 8, when the POW Camp Commandant called him into his • / 

office and asked him how would he like to go home* He 

advised that at thi* time he did not actually give any -7/?/ 

thought to it being true but that during the period from 

July 4 through 14, 196 8, he was called into the Commandants f 
office on several occasions, each essentially the same as — — 

the first* On July 13, 1968, the Commandant advised Major 7 

THOMPSON that he was going to be released along with two - — 

other prisoners of war. On July 14, 196 8, Major THOMPSON was 
moved into quarters at .the POW Camp with the two other 
prisoners scheduled to be released with him. He stated that 
he still was not entirely convinced that they were to be 
released. 


On July 16, 1968, the three prisoners attended a 
news conference also attended by high camp officials, Vietnamese 
photographers and three Americans. Major THOMPSON advised that 
the three Americans were STEWART MEECHAM from the American 
Friends Society in Pennsylvania, VERNON GRIZZAXD and Mrs. ANN 
SHEAR, wife of ROBERT SHEAR. On July 17, 1968, there was 
another meeting and a ceremony in which the Government turned 
the three prisoners over to a North Vietnamese peace committee, 
and subsequently, the Vietnamese {mace committee turned the 
prisoners over to the American peace committee. At this time 
the three prisoners were taken to down town -Hanoi hotel and 
locked up. He advised that a Vietnamese interpreter was housed 
with them and that there was an attempt to control meetings 
between the prisoners and the Americans pn the American peace 
committee. He advised that they remained at the hotel until 
August 1, 196 8* at which lime the three prisoners and the three 
Americans on the peace committee departed Hanoi on a courier 
flight en route to Vin Tine, Laos. Major THOMPSON advised that 

were guests of Embassador riim (VAraAifrEfte f Laos, that nigh 


they 
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Haler THQHP$0»~idviied t hat the two other prisoners 

released with him were JOE Y* CfrElflLJ^ a _Capt ain fit^the tine of 

release, currently a Maior, and Ha^or JAMES LQH* He advised 
that Ma^or CARPENTER i* currently assigned to- Williams Air.--. ^ 
force Base, Arizona, and Halor LOW ia^urrentlr assipne d to 


ncv-oy Air r orce sase *. r ionua, ^ ^ _ — — — — — — 

;•“ " Major' 7H O^TS 0 Tt advised th a t th ei r- f am 1 it s we re ••= 

not contacted by anyone orior to their release t other than^ 
officials from the Caeualty-^eieioi^Headeuartere^JHilitarv^^^ 
Personnel Center ^ Randolph Air Foree-Ba^e, Texas.- - - 
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Texas » 

mother made awaPi M the 

identity oWE^^ffviewIn^Agent^^he was advised that this 
investigation was requested by J. WALTER YEAGLEY t Assistant 
Attorney General of the United States, who requested that 
investigation be undertaken to ascertain If the Committee of 
Liaison With Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 
(COLZFAM) is in fact acting within the United States at 
the request of the Government of North Vietnam and if it 
is engaged either in political activity or as a publicity 
agent as defined in the Foreign Agents Registration Act* 

Thereafter, Mrs *^^^H advised the following: 


She has neither corresponded with nor has she re~ 
ceived correspondence from this committee* 


No one had coxtacted her in person regarding this 

committee* 

In conclusion she said she could rot recall having 
heard of this committee* 


i 
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[entity 

was advised that this investigation 
was requested by J. WALTER Y EAGLE Y, Assistant Attorney General 
of the United States f who requested that Investigation be under- 
taken to ascertain if the Committee of Liaison With Families 
of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM) is in fact 
acting within the United States at the request of the Govern- 
ment of North Vietnam and if it is engaged either in political 
activity or as a publicity qgent as defined in the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act. ^7^ 

Thereafter, Mrs. advised the following! 

She heard about COLIFAM through a wife who had re- 
ceived a letter from her husband through COLIFAM. 


She wrote to COLIFAM about one year ago in New York 
and asked if her husband was on any Prisoner of War list. 



She received an answer from COLIFAM advising her 
the committee had no information regarding her husband but 
that a wire had been sent to Hanoi inquiring about her husband* 

She has received nothing further. 

In conclusion she advised that the lady through whom 
she had heard about COLIFAM has already been interviewed in 
this matter. 




V* 
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UHL warn iui win or tht identity or the 
:«mivui| TCgent* $h* was «dvl»td that this investigation 
was requeatad by J« VALTER YEA6LEY* Aasiatant Attorney General 
of tha Unitad States, who requested that lavaatlgation ha 
undart ax an to asoartaln if tha CoMalttaa of Liaison with 
Familial of Sarvicemen Detained in North Tlatnam (COLZFAM) 
ia in fact acting within tha Unitad 8tataa at tha requast of 
tha Govammant of North Tlatnam and if it la angagad aithar in 
political activity or aa a publicity Agant aa defined in tha 
Foreign Aganta Raglatration Act* 


Tharaaftar HrsJ 


ad via ad tha following i 


!Wa V* •Wau 4(V)I T PiU — 1 .4.. V.« 

'VHVVVIM * ntl WU'VH^il ■ PUW UM 




. 4 . 


baan inhrvieved in thla matter. 


Tha past aprlng | aha wrote COLZFAM in Haw York con- 
taining a latter to her husband and received following in 
re ply s 
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COMMITTEE OF I M'SOfJ 


with Fans 


CABLE ADDRESS: 

COLI AFAM 


of Servicemen De d in North Vietnam 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


(212) 765-1490 


Co»choirmen: 

Dov* Dviitnger 

Coro W«iss July 28, 1970 


Tieoruret*. 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 

Committee 

Richard J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 

u j . i> r\ ii 

maaeune wucKies 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Norman Fruchter 
*Moggie Ceddes 
Steve Hoiiiweii 
Prof. Donald Kalish 
Stewart Meacham 
Prof. Bea Seitzman 

P»1 C C.L 

e ivt, i iuha «Pwiiuifnann 

Ethel Toyl or 
^Barbara Webster 
Irudi Young 


Dear Mrs . 








As you may already know, Ken Kirkpatrick of 
the American Friends Service Committee took 
more than 700 letters from families on his 


T*Pf»Pnt. t-r*t rs f- r» Wor\r\-t 

— - W V W4A v vx -Lp U w UU 11 V± « 


TKa M vj 4* V* 17-? 

-L nt: uu V 1C UXiCUUCkDCr 


accepted only those for the 335 men who are 
officially confirmed to be prisoners there, 
and asked him to convey that to us. We are, 
therefore, regretfully returning the enclosed. 


While there has been no statement from the 
North Vietnamese that the list of 335 is the 
total number of men they are holding, it is 

OUr feellncr fhsf. If-. 1 s vor»v r*1nco f*/-\ _ mcsTT 

~ ~ v *o w ■* 1V ^ v ^ \J — ill 

even be - the total. Should we ever receive 
specific information about your husband we 
will certainly contact you right away. 


* staff 


Sincerely , 

/s&i iJxhfa 

Barbara Webster 


P.S. I am sorry for the delay in writing 
but we wanted to wait Kfc± until Ken had 
returned and we could talk with him. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

herein is unclassified 
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In conclusion , Mrs •^HJ0Hfefc3d vised this was her 
only cortact with or knowledge oxCOLiFAM. 



i 

i 
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Jent. She was advised that this investigation 
was requested by J, WALTER YEAGLEY, Assistant Attorney General 
of the United States , who requested that investigation be 
undertaken to ascertain if the Committee of Liaison With 
Families of Servicemen Detained In Worth Vietnam (COLXFAK) 
is in fact acting within the United States at the request 
of the Government of North Vietnam and if it is engaged either 
in political activity or as a publicity agent as defined in 
the Foreign Agents Registration Act* 


Thereafter Mrs. 


Ivised the followings 


She has heard of COLIFAM* She has not been contacted 
by the committee either in person or by mail* She has not 
written to the committee. 

In oonolusion she said therefore she has no information 
regarding the committee. 
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ring Agent* She was advised that 
this investigation was requested by J, WALTER YEAGLZY, 
Assistant Attorney General of the United States who requested 
that investigation be undertaken to ascertain if the Committee 
of Liaison With raid lies of Servicemen Detained in North 
Vietnam (COLIFAH) is in fact acting within the United States 
at the request of the Government of North Vietnam and if it 
is engaged in political activity or as a publicity agent as 
defined in the Foreign Agents Registration Act* 


Thereafter, Mrs. 1 


M, 


sed the following: 


She has never had personal oontact with anymsmber 
of this committee* 


About two years ago a letter from her husband was 
brought back from North Vietnam by STEWART ME AC HAM end this 
letter was forwarded to her* Sometime later another letter 
was brought back by ANTONIO COLLADO, a journalist from South 
America, and forwarded to her* 

Then there was a lapee of some eighteen months and 
she received a letter from her husband forwarded by CO LI F AM 
and she believed this was brought back by ROBERT SCHEAR described 
in the cover letter as a member of the Black Panthers* The 
cover letter tells who brought the letter over* 

She has sent letter to COLIFAM at 365 West 42nd Street, 
New York, New York, to be forwarded to her husband* She believes 
tfrt some or all of these letters have reached her husband* Her 
correspondence has simply requested tlst her letter be delivered 
to her husband* 

She feels that COLIFAM has quite an expense in stamps, 
travel to and from North Vietnam, etc*, and the question has 

entered her mind as to how this committee finances itself as it 
has never solicited a donation* ATjL TNFnRMATTO?; coktatiO 


10/14/70 
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In conclusion, Mrs , said that the following 

three letters from COLIFAK are^^^^only ones she retained and 
that these are self-explanatory , 


COMMITTEE OF L . 


IN 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


CABLE ADDRESS: 

COLIAFAM 



Co-chairmen: 

Dave Dellinger 

Cora Weiss 



Treasurer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 


Committee 

Richard J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Norman Fruchter 


*Moggie Geddes 


Steve Haliiwell 
Prof. Donold Kalish 
Stewart Meochom 

... D._r a e_:. 

f ivi» uvu jcuimon 


Prof. Franz Schurmann 
Ethel Taylor 
^Barbara Webster 
Trudi Young 



* staff 


( 212 ) 765-1490 

April 20, 1970 


Rev. Richard Fernandez, a member of the 
Committee of Liaison, returned today from a 
two-week trip to Laos and North Vietnam* He 
brought back the enclosed letter along with 
201 others from prisoners being held in 
North Vietnam. 

While there. Rev. Fernandes held a lengthy 
Interview with three pilots, Cdr. Robert 
Schweitzer, Cdr. Walter Wilber and Lt. Col. 
Edison Miller. He also was advised by North 
Vietnamese authorities that families should 
write letters monthly on the enclosed air- 
letter forms * We ore therefore sending 
several to you at this time and will send 
more with subsequent mail. 

We are of course very pleased to be able 
to forward this letter to you. 


Dear 



Sincerely yours. 


AIL INFORMATION 00N7ATNE 
HFr T.I’: !T ’JN0 T .A 7' T cj r- 

BY 4ft" 


Steven E* Haliiwell 
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365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


(212) 765-1490 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
COLIAFAM 


a- chairmen: 

Dave Dellinger 

Cora Weiss 

* 

Treasurer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 


ommittee 

Richard J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Folk 
Rev. Richard Fernanda 
Norman Frwchter 
*Maggie Geddas 
Steve HalU well 


_ ££o ' l 

. RioMrd^ernandez 
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£P ,v ^ May 4, 1970 


To: The families of the 335 presently confirmed 
prisoners held in North Vietnam 
He: Information on correspondence with prisoners 


On April 20th I returned from a thre^-week trip to 
Laos 8nd North Vietnam. In North Vietnam I spoke 
with officials responsible for communication between 
pilots held in detention there and their families 
here. The following information was emphasized to 
me by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are 
anxious to make sure that you are aware of it: 

1) The Vietnamese recommend that families use the 
air-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence. 


Prof. Donald Kalish 
Stewart Meacham 
Prof. Bea Seitxmon 


2) Communication to pilots should be limited to 
matters of family and health. 


Prof. Franz Schurmann 
Ethel Taylor 
* Barbara Webster 
Trudr Young 


3) Pilots sre allowed to receive one letter per 
month and one package every other month (not 
over six pounds in weight). 


*»totf Detention Camp authorities have said that they do not 

wish to receive several letters and/or packages per 
month for a given pilot from different members of the 
same fsmily. Families should make arrangements for 
alternating letters each month if different members 

want to write. 


The North Vietnamese authorities indicated that, from this point 
forward, they will not feel responsible for forwarding letters and 
packages that do not adher to the above. 

If the letter form is mailed directly it can go in another envelope 
but the mail route, ’’via Moscow, U.S.S.R.," should definitely be in- 
cluded in the address. If letters are sent to the Committee of Liaison 
for forwarding please enclose but do not affix stamps as we send letters 
on in packets. The Committee cannot forward packages for families. 

While I was in Hanoi, Prof. Douglas Dow 0 of Cornell University and I 
met with three pilots: Cdr. Robert Schweitzer of Lemoore., California; 
Cdr. Walter Wilbur of Virginia Beach and Lt. Col. Edison Miller of 
Santa Ana, California. The three men were in good health, and said 
they had daily exercise and reading material. The three pilots ad- 
vised us that they had been getting letters and packages from their 
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families, and asked that packages Include toilet articles and canned 
foods. In particular they mentioned soap, shaving cream (no razors 
or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cream, instant coffee and 
non -melting candy. They said they do not need clothes. 

Also, in my discussions with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity 
with the American People, the Committee of Liaison 1 s contact in North 
Vietnam, we confirmed that since December over 800 letters have been 
sent from Hanoi through the Committee of Liaison. Of those, 156 
letters are still on their way from Hanoi to families here. 

We hope that this information clarifies some aspects of correspondence 
for you. If you have sny further questions please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 
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COMi IITTEE OP LIAISON 

365 west 42 Street, New York, rl . v . 10036 
212-KI9-4478 





September 14. 1970 


Dear friends: 


We are very happy to forward the enclosed letter to 
you which just arrived with 142 others from Hanoi. 
This is the first mail since June because no one has 
travelled to North Vietnam during the summer. The 
Vietnamese no longer rely on unpredictable postal 
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risky. Therefore, they wait for travellers to 
guarantee safe and rapid delivery. 


We are also enclosing some letter forms for your 
convenience . 


Visitors to North Vietnam usually let us know of their 
departure and are willing to take mail with them. A 


»m*inVA a. a m 3 Lt i m 1 1 

uuiiujci jLt: axtz p.Laiuixuy wu yu lan auu 

winter, and we would be happy to forward your mail 
for you. Kindly seal the let'ar forms, even if they 
contain photos, and dc not affix stamps. 


To ease some ->1 the administrative difficulties in 
North Vietnam, including translation, you might consider 
typing your latters on the suggested letter form, with 
a clear sig.i«* ture. 


Should you »ave any questions please do not hesitate 
to get in t^uch vdth us, and kindly inform us of any 
changes in address to facilitate further forwarding 
of mail. 


Sincerely, 

uw# uu VA^ 

Cora T'eiss 


ail information contained 
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" n l*3hj py <fgb 
cti>4s t sno 7 7 ”' 





-V 


34 


rP-30r (Rev. 4 - 1 ;> 4 > 


( 1 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Ah he. /hi ah*--*-' 


10 / 28/70 



rxas, was advised of Uil IdtMIiy'W Ihe 
Iirtervi Ailing AfSnt and was mads fully aware of this idantity. 
Shs was advised that aha was being contactsd in connection 
with an investigation instigatsd at ths rsqusst of J, HALTER 
YE AG LEY , Assistant Attomsy Ganeral of ths Uni tad Statas, who 
had rsqusstsd that invastigatlon bs undertaken to ascertain 
of ths Committss of Liason with Familiss of Ssrviosmsn 
Dstainsd in North Vietnam, CO LI FAN, was acting within ths 
Unitsd Statss at ths rsqusst of ths govsmmsnt of North 
Vistnam. Furthsr to dstsrmins if that ooamlttss was sn- 
gagsd with political activitiss or as a publicity agsnt in 
violation of ths Forsign Agsnts Registration Act* 

Thereafter, Mrs advised that her husband 

went down in South Vietnam an^that she had had no occasion 
to contact this committee and had not bean contactsd by 
ths committss | hence, had no information concerning COLXFAM, 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
H7.FEIW IS UNCLASSIFIED, 

DATZ ^/*>fr3 BY^OJ 

cbviS, 51^ I***' 
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COMMITTEE Oi 


ISON 


with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnat 

365 West 42 nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 212 ( 5 H 9 ^ 78 ) 


October jo, 1970 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
COLIAFAM 


(2i 2) -wssnnr 


C*-choirm«n: 

Dov« Dtllingtr 
Cwo Wait* 

Tr*o*urtr: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 

Committee 

Richard J. Bornett 
Rennie Davis 
Modeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Folk 


Dear families. 


U 1 


ALL"lNir**f V*rr,)^ rr,KTni*iI' s • 

iliiip m,z 

This letter Is being sent to all families of 
confirmed prisoners of war in North Vietnam as a 
general information memo to respond to the many 
questions we have received in recent weeks. Kindly 
excuse the form, but bo many of your concerns are 
similar that we thought this more efficient. We are 
enclosing air letters for your use. One letter a month 
is still allotted. Kindly seal all letters sent thru 
the Committee of Liaison, and staple or clip photos 
inside the letter form. We have no interest in seeing 
R*v. Richard FarnanBdfcil * 

Norman Fruchter A delegation of lawyers is leaving shortly fpr 

*Moggie Goddes a visit to the DRV. They have expressed willingness 

Stov* Halliwell to carry mail with them. Anyone wishing to avail 

Prof. Donald Koli»lr themselves of this opportunity should have mail in 
Stowart Moacham our office no later than Nov . 7 . We guarantee only 
Prof. Beo Soitzman that the mail will arrive safely in North Vietnam 
Prof. From SchurmoAnd will be delivered to the appropriate authorities . 

Ethel Toylor We have no way of guaranteeing that the prisoners 
•Borboro Webster will get each letter. That is beyond our ability. 

However, if the mail conforms to the regulations we 
have no reason to doubt its delivery. We believe that 
from what we have been told by families, there is 
some delay, even risk, in sending mail thru postal 
routes. Much of the mail sent has obviously gotten 
thry, but some has been returned, or may wait for 
long periods for irregular flights. The Vietnamese 
are using hand delivery only for getting mail to 1 
the US because of the risky and unpredictable postal 
channels. Mail has been delayed and has taken months 
to arrive. They now wait for delegations to bring it. 
Last month we sent 250 letters to North Vietnam with a group. All 
mail presently in the office will be delivered with the next group. 

As of now, over 1600 letters have been received since Dec. We do not 
know why some men have written more frequently than others. We also* 
do not know if the list of 335 menannounced in April is final for 
those being held by the North Vietnamese. When asked by family members, 
we have inquired about specific servicemen for whom there is substantial 
evidence of their capture. When we have a reply we will, of course, 
let the families know. It is our understanding that until there is 
some movement in Paris to respond to the proposals put forward by 
Mme. Binh on Sept. 17, there will be “no further move vis-a-vis pow’s. 
That is, until the two conditions are met; setting a fixed date for 


Trudi Young 

Wf 
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the total withdrawal of all US forces from Vietnam, and 
agreeing to withdraw support from the Thieu Ky Khiem regime, 
they will not be willing to discuss the prisoner issue. 

ffU Am* W A «■ A IS ^ A 4 4 - * 1 MM m ^ U m 4> 4» W m<« 4 *s. *.* 4- W 4 r> 4 r. n . . ^ m m a ^4- 

a n^jr uavo mauc i.t uxcar vuav wijcjr view uuio looue ao jjai u 

of the overall solution to the war, and it cannot be dealt 
with separately. Upon fixing that date and agreeing to 
withdraw support, prisoners from both DRV as well as those 
being held by the NLP in the South, will be released. They 
do not have to wait for the completion of withdrawal of 
troops. * 

Many articles* comics,, newsletters h^ve appeared on 
the subject of .prisoners- We thought you might be interested 
in seeing the enclosed which may shed more light on this , 
subject. Mr. Van Dyke is an international lawyer currently ; 
on staff at the Center for, the Study of DeMOcratie Institu- 
tions, Santa Barbara, . Calif . He was formerly .employed in 
the State Department working on the matter of prisoners. 

We send these along because they provide facts and a point 
of view not frequently seen in a discussion of this topic. 


We appreciate being kept informed as to your changes 
of address, and continue to welcome your questions. We hope 
you continue to remember that we are here, not there, have 
no authority in handling prisoner affairs** and have tried 
to maintain a clear and efficient and reliable channel for 

AAtBmun^ rtaf < nn Kaf uraan mimi wauyi *sr»n«s nnH ViufihflTV^ R . W f* 

^ 1A V MWtl JVM J V MA W--V V* •#'» •# -r mr w- w * " ^ 

look forward to the end of our task, for that will represent . 
America’s agreement to conclude the war and the release of 
the prisoners ; 




Sincerely yours 




\ 


Mrs. Cora Weiss 



P.S. We expect odther delegations will be invited to 
North Vietnam in December and through the winter months. 
Any mail arriving .after Nov. 7 will be held for the next 
group . 
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PRISONERS OF WAR IN VIETNAM 


(ED. NOTE : The following excerpts are drawn from a paper which 
Visiting Fellow Jon M. Van Dyke presented for discussion at a recent 
Center roundtable . ) 
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For the past year and a half, the U.S. 
has condemned the North Vietna- 
mese for their treatment of captured 
Americans. The North Vietnamese 
are portrayed as evil captors who un- 
relentingly harass American prison- 
ers. The American prisoners are 
portrayed as virtuous men who find 
themselves in North Vietnamese pris- 
ons through an unfortunate and 
U^ally fortuitous scries of events. The 
“prisoner-of-war problem” is depicted 
as an issue unrelated to the bombing 
and fighting that have been taking 
place in various parts of Southeast 
Asia throughout the past decade. 

Although this effort succeeded in 
persuading the North Vietnamese to 
adhere more closely to the formal 
requirements of the Geneva Conven- 
tion On Prisoners of War, it is based 
on two false premises; fl) that the 
Geneva Convention can be applied 
without difficulty to the conflict in 
Vietnam and (2) that the United 
Stales and its allies conform to the re- 
quirements of the Convention. (The 
Geneva Convention was drafted in 
J949 to deal with the problems of 
conventional warfare on European 
battlefields. It is difficult, if not im- 
possible, to apply these provisions to 
a guerrilla war in Southeast Asia.) 

The United States pays only mini- 
mal attention to the Convention when 
it is not in its interest to do so. 
American soldiers frequently torture 
captured Viet Cong in order to obtain 
information about nearby enemy 

unite Fwn rr»nrf> fr«-nti^nt1v tK^ II C 
■ *- »■— “ ■ — • 

permits the Saigon forces to torture 
prisoners after capture and through- 
out their period of captivity. The U.S. 
has failed to punish in any significant 
way soldiers who have killed or mis- 
treated enemy captives, thus elevating 
this practice to an official policy. The 
U.S. also conducts a program of terror 
to eliminate Viet Cong political cadre a 
program that operates with total dis- 


regard for the safeguards of the Ge- 
neva Convention. Finally, because of 
its desire to give the American public 
the bleakest possible view of what the 
enemy’s prison camps are like, the 
Pentagon has muzzled freed Ameri- 
cans who want to talk about the ex- 
periences they had in captivity. 

The furor that. has been created 
over North Vietnam’s prison camps is 
understandable from a human point 
of view. There arc men in prison who 
have been separated from their fami- 
lies for a period longer than in any 
previous war the United Slates has 
been involved in. One man has now 
been in Hanoi over six years. 

The furor nonetheless does an in- 
justice to the North Vietnamese, who 
have probably treated their captives 
better than any other nation fighting 
in Asia during this century. During 
World War II, prisoners of war in 
Asia were killed and allowed to die 
with little remorse. Twenty-seven per 
cent of the prisoners held by the Jap- 
anese during that war died, and a 
shockingly high percentage of the 
Japanese held in Allied camps failed 
to survive captivity. The treatment of 
prisoners during the Korean war was, 
at best, primitive. And the handling 
of captives by the United States and 
the Saigon government is in many 
respects worse than that of North 
Vietnam and the Viet Cong. 

It is in this perspective that North 
Vietnam’s prison camps must be ana- 
lyzed. The most serious charges 

livlui'H anainvl ihp Mnrl Vi 

e>— -b- » *•— 

arc (he accusations of physical abuse 
brought back by two pilots a year 
ago. These charges are serious indeed, 
but the manner in which the Penta- 
gon has handled public information 
about North Vietnam’s camps makes 
it difficult to accept the statements at 
face value. The other seven pilots 
who have been released by North 
Vietnam have never been formally pre- 
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PRISONERS FROM HANOI ( " 

WE23E- THEtf TOimJBEL/.' 


JON M. VAN DYKE 

Mr. F«n Dyke, assistant professor of law at Catholic Uni- 

n ^ l» MAUI All i#m<# A# t#Hr# W/klMO 
rc fJUJt rr •rjwifry/vri, i# fwp» iru »*«•*» ir/ «ir#« m*» 

legal research in San Francisco. He is the author of North 
Vietnam's Strategy 'loir fcurvriii,*' id BF fii&ltibM'Bih year bv A. 
tacific Books . HE FEIN 1 ” ^N^LASSIF 1 S T . . _ j 

Two of the Americaifffe 
from North Vietnam held a press conference in early ^ 
September to "blow the whistle” on North Vietnam's treat- \ 
Blent of its prisoners, but their statements raised more .q 
questions than they answeted— questions not only abouty 
North Vietnam's handling of its captives but also about 
how the Pentagon is using the released men. 

At the elaborately staged press conference in the audi- 
torium of the Bcihe>da Naval Medical Center. Navy Lieut. 
Robert F. Frishmar. and Apprentice Seaman Douglas B. 
Kegdahl said they had been tortured, by being put in 
small, ovenlike rooms and exposed to mosquitoes and 
rats. They also asserted that they had heard that other 
prisoners had received even worse treatment. 

V Inti! t klr nraec r/\r\ f Anr*^ lk#v '■lilt Krsfil i#*C HAf n#% 

UIIVU HID yi waa cutuvi vuvs. u»v uwiuvisuv# hum 

mined any of the nine freed prisoners to give the press 
more than the most general information about their ex- 
periences. Wives of the' pilots still in North Vietnam have 
similarly been discouraged from talking about the letters 
they receive from prison. The Defense Department's ex- 
planation of this muzzling has been that public discussions 
might dissuade Hanoi from releasing pilots in the future 
or cause them to retaliate against those remaining in prison. 

After the torture-chamber talcs of Frishman and Heg- 
dahl, it seems hard to imagine how additional discussion 
could jeopardize the piiots remaining in North Vietnam, 
but the day after the press conference, officers of the 
Pentagon's Public Information Division phoned the seven 
other released pilots and told them to stay quiet. 

Most of the seven followed these instructions and have 
continued to elude reporters. However, one pilot who was 
released in August 1968, Maj. Joe V. Carpenter, expressed 
surprise at the statements made by Frishman and Hegdahl. 
Although he would not go into any details because of the 
orders. Carpenter said he had not been tortured in North 
Vietnam nor had he heard of anyone being tortured. *Tn 
general," he stated, “my treatment was good." When asked 
why the Defense Department would not allow him to 
speak freely even after the press conference, Carpenter 
responded, “It's alt part of a plan." 'Hie question inevitably 
arises: what plan? 

Aside from the issue of the Pentagon's motives, the 
details given by Frishman and Hecdahl raise some doubts 
about their broad charge of "torture.” The only first-hand 
examples they mentioned in their prepared statements 
were (/) being placed in solitary confinement in small 
rat-infested rooms with tin roofs which became inordinate- 
ly hot; and (2) being exposed to mosquitoes which bit 
their legs until they swelled. These episodes, while cer- 
tainly unpleasant, are different only in degree from the 
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treatment the United States Army gave the Green Beret 
officers who are charged in the recent slaying of a Viet- 

• AMuntftMAii Tkati tt/ara nlnrad it*» rrd it 'iru aah- 
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finement in 5 by 7 foot cells with no toilet facilities and 
only a bare light bulb inadequate (or reading. The Green 
Beret officers complained that their cells became inordi- 
nately hot. 

Frishman and Hegdahl supported their charge of tor- 
ture by giving examples of more serious physical harass- 
ment suffered by two other pilots. They said that Navy 
Lieut. Comdr. Richard A. Stratton, who made a v. ell- 
pub lie ized confession in March 1967, gave his statement 
only after having been strung up by his wrists and having 
bis fingernails pulled out. 

The confession was delivered thtough a loud-speaker to 
a Hanoi press conference at which one American photog- 
rapher and a Japanese television crew were present. An 
American voice from behind a curtain gave a long state- 
ment about the war. When this was completed Stranon 
appeared from behind the curtain. He bowed deeply 

several times and then left without speaking. When the 

fhtc th^ Dnit^H 

nillVIlVUII Uplift- » iv^rvi **"■ 

States protested that its pilots were being brainwashed, 
a charge which Frishman and Hegdahl now endorse. 

It is hard to believe that Stratton actually had his finger- 
nails pulled out, however, when none of the many persons 
who have seen him have reported physical harm. Because 
of the storm of protests which followed Stratton's "con- 
fession,” North Vietnam invited many visitors, including 
Americans, to meet Siratton. Nobody reported seeing any 
scars or missing fingernails. Pictures taken of Stratton 
when he appeared from behind the curtain show that his 
hands were visible to the reporters, none ot whom reported 
any injury. Pictures taken of Stratton in prison later show 
him to be a bit downcast, but in good health. 

The second example offered by Frishman and Hegdahl 
was Navy Lieut. Comdr. John S. McCain III, son of the 
American Commander in the Pacific. McCain was injured 
quite severely when he landed in a lake in the heart of 
Hanoi after Irving to bomb the city's main power plant on 
October 26, 1967, According to the two returned piiots. 
McCain has been kept in solitary confinement during most 
of his captivity. *Ti s hard enough just being in solitary 
confinement,” Frishman said, “but when you re wounded 
like John it's harder.” Frishman made no complaint that 
McCain had actually been physically hurt by the North 
Vietnamese, so it is difficult to understand why this is an 
example of torture. Furthermore, McCain was not kept in 
solitary confinemnt during the first six months of hi* 
captivity when his injuries were most severe. Air Force 

• « ^ i vi - - - _ v I •*.! J L ! *«kc» 111 

LJCUX. I^OL >oms M. wcuy *i»u anti itiwujv — 
February 196S that he had shared a room with McCain. 

There are other reasons for wondering about th< 
charges made by Frishman and Hegdahl: 

( J ) None of the prisoners who had been released earlie* 
complained of unprovoked physical mistreatment. Na'? 


aI David P. Matheny, who w:/ **ed in February 
said that he was beaten on or kan-bui only 

After he had struck a guard’ The otht , both in the 

limited public statements they have made and in private 
discussions with government officials, have uniformly de- 
scribed their treatment as decent. Air Force Ma). Fred N. 
Thompson, released in August 1968. said that he was 
obliged to participate in formal interrogation several 
times, but that the North Vietnamese did not use any 
threats or pressure during their questioning. When 
Thompson told his interrogator that a question involved 
classified matter, the interrogator dropped the subject. 

(2) Frishman and Hegdaht gave no hint to the Ameri- 
cans who accompanied them from Hanoi that they had 
suffered physical mistreatment. Rennie Davis, the leader 
of the group, said he had long and frank discussions with 
the men and that they had said nothing about being tor- 
tured. Only after the pilots had gone through extensive 
I debriefings did they tell their torture stories. 

(i) Hegdahl is a man of limited experience and train- 
ing who suffered greatly while in North Vtanam. not 
because of the conditions of prison life but because of his 
inability to adjust to a situation of confinement. One of the 
few prisoners who was not shot down while bombing North 
Vietnam. Hegdahl was captured in the South China Sea 
after falling off the VS.S. Canberra while it was maneu- 
vering to evade shelling from the North Vietnamese shore. 
He had grown up in a small town in South Dakota, had 
enlisted in the Navy at an early age, was only 20 when 
captured in 1967. and had received none or the condition- 
ing that pilots are given. According to Maj. James F. Low, 
who had shared a room with Hegdahl for a while before 
his own release in August 1 96S. Hegdahl was in a dis- 
tressed mental state and it was very difficult to live with 
him. Hegdahl may. therefore, not be the most reliable of 
commentators on North Vietnam's prisons. 

(4) The Pentagon’s previous conduct regarding re- 
leased prisoners has failed to produce a record that 
^ inspires trust. After the first group of three pilots was 
released in February 1968. the Pentagon, with the active 
assistance of William H. Sullivan, then ambassador to 
Laos, persuaded the pilots to return to the United States 
on a military plane, despite the express desire of North 
Vietnam that the representatives of the U.S, peace move- 
ment who had received the prisoners in Hanoi be allowed 



to accompany them on commercial flights all the way 
home., (See The Nation, April 1. 1968.) No additional 
prisoners were released until the United States promised 
to allow them to return on commercial flights. An even 
more serious breach of the spirit of North Vietnam's re- 
leases occurred in the fall of 196$ when the Air Force 
assigned two of the three pilots freed m August 1968 to 
teach other pilots to fly and bomb. It costs about S300.000 
to train a jet fighter pilot, and the North Vietnamese did 
not nke the thought that they were saving the Pentagon 
money by releasing future teachers. A member of the 
North Vietnamese delegation in Paris complained to 
Averell Hamm an in December 1968. and he arranged 
for the pilots to be assigned to other duties. Because of 
this incident North Vietnam apparently canceled a re- 
lease it had scheduled for early 1969. Rennie Davis 
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thinks that, by e Paging Frishman and Hegdahl to 

make their staler V Pentagon has discouraged 
s i m ila r gestures by ^ a the future. 

There are, of course, grounds for criticizing the 
treatment of American prisoners. North Vietnam refuses 
lo release the names of even the total number of Ameri- 
cans it holds, insisting that this is a stale secret which 
it wishes to retain for bargaining purposes in future 
negotiations. Partly to keep the number of captive pilots 
secret, North Vietnam refuses to allow many to write to 
their relatives. At least MS and perhaps as many as 800 
prisoners are held in North Vietnam. Fewer than 100 
have been allowed to write home, and those' 100 have 
written a total of only 600 letters. Also, perhaps, to keep 
the number secret, many prisoners are held fat solitary 
confinement This treatment is a dear violation of the 
requirements of the 1949 Geneva Convention on Prisoners 
of War (which North Vietnam signed in I9S7) and it has 
had a demoralizing effect on many of the pilots. But until 
Frishman and Hegdahl spoke, that was all. 

However, because the first six pilots who were released 
had all been in prison for less than eight months, because 
the prisoners whom Hanoi displayed to reporters tended to 
be the same ones again and again, and because many of 
the prisoners have yet to be identified, some U.S. 
officials devised the "Two Groups** theory. They surmised 
that North Vietnam treated some prisoners well, so that 
they would teti the world that the prisons were humane, 
and so that they could be sent home in good shape 
when the occasion' suited, but that another group 
was kept in the background and treated badly. The re- 
lease of Hegdahl after twenty-eight months, and of Frish- 
man after twenty-one months, disrupted this theory, par- 
ticularly when the two prisoners claimed mistreatment. 

Shortly after the Frishman-Hegdahl press conference, 
some officials at the CIA expanded upon the "Two 
Groups" idea to suggest that the prisoners may be kept 
in three separate places. According to this theory, one 
camp holds those prisoners who cooperate, another those 
who are unusually difficult, and the third those who are 
neither cooperative nor difficult. This might explain the 
difference in treatment reported by the various pilots who 
have returned, but it poses another question: why would 
North Vietnam release prisoners who had been tonured? 

Another explanation of the difference in treatment was 
offered by Frishman himself. He said that what he called 
*tortu re** may be the doings of jailers who act without the 
knowledge of North Vietnam's leaders. Frishman stated, 
as an example, that his conditions improved whenever a 
North Vietnamese general virited the camp. 

North Vietnam's treatment of its prisoners and its 
method of choosing those it releases may be puzzling, but 
the behavior of the United States toward those who have 
been freed is M least as mysterious. After ordering at) the 
released pilots to say nothing, the Pentagon has allowed 
two of them to tell melodramatic stories, while demanding 
continuing silence of the others. Before the accounts by 
Frishman and Hegdahl can be accepted, the other freed 
prisoners must be allowed to tefl their stories. 
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Mrs . 

telephone n i.beF^M|pMp|aHVisea that sne is aware of 
existence of the committee of Liason With Families of 
Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM). She advised 
that she has received a total of seven letters from her 
husband since Easter and she has written many letters to her 
husband but has no idea whether he has received any of these 
letters. She stated that she does not believe that her 
husband has ever received any of her letters as he has 
never acknowledged any of these letters when writing to her. 
She advised that she had first heard of the COLIFAM through 
the United States Air Force Casualty Office when they advised 
in 1970 that COLIFAM had a list of names of prisoners in 
North Vietnam and her husband's name was on this list. 

Mrs, jjBPPJ^vised that she has written one letter 
to her husband anoxias sent this letter to her husband through 
the auspices of COLIFAn. She advised that in the future 
she plans to send all of her letters to her husband through 
this committee. She stated that she is willing to use any 
possible means to communicate with her husband and if COLIFAM 
is a way of reaching her husband, she plans to use this 
committee . 


nas 


Mrs *WBBB fras advised that she has had no personal 
contact with anyonetnat is a member of this committee and 
has had no personal objects either delivered or brought back. 

Mrs. available copies of all correspondence 

she has had withtnis committee. 
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(212) 765-1490 


Apr ix Ye 


Dear 


7/t v . 



Our Committee has recently received official 
confirmation of 81 more servicemen being held 
in North Vietnam. By now you should have 

L 2«=- 


konw./) 4 >U« 4 - 

iJCOL’U krWO Ir 



is on this list * Tne worCB^ietnanTese have 
now confirmed through the Committee of 
Liaison a total of 335 men being held. 


This notification also means that a letter 
is en route from him. The enclosed release 
explains how mail is forwarded via our 
office. Because mail from Hanoi is very 

slow we Cftnrmf-. ho nnrp uhon the lattATi util 

" ’ " ” ^ “ - -- .w w W V M w ** »4 V (I ¥IIV J.W V W A ft x. X A. 

come, but we will forward it as soon as it 
arrives here. 


We are very pleased to be able to perform 
this service and hope that you will feel 
free to be in touch with us should you have 
any questions* 


At the same time, we are continuing to work 
towards the immediate and complete~witbdrawal 
of all U.S. troops from Southeast Asia so 
that soon all families, American and Vietna- ' 
mese, can be united again. 



Sincerely, 

J Cora Weiss Dave "Dellinger & 


P.S* Kindly excuse the mimeographed 

lefckee bnf. f.b otic momr ^ H a« ♦* /% 

™ w ^ J wiev w ua w utaiijr a auid. a g w \j 

reach at the same time. 
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INFORMATION SHEET 
functions of the Committee ■ 


The Committee of Liaison seeks to facilitate communica- 
tion between servicemen imprisoned In North Vietnam and 
their families in the United States. The Committee re- 
ceives letters from servicemen and forwards them to the 
families through the domestic mails. It also forwards 
letters to North Vietnam at the request of families. 
Families are, of course, still free to send letters di- 
rectly but should not the correct address for both let- 
ters and packages: 

Name of serviceman, serial number 

Camp of Detention of U.S. Pilot8 Captured 
in the D.R.V. 

Hanoi, Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
via Moscow , U.S.S.R. 


— — Captured servicemen may receive one letter a month and 

one package (not over six pounds in weight) every other 
month. The Committee does not forward packages. It is suggested that let- 
_ ters sent to the Committee for forwarding be sealed and that stamps be en- 
closed (not affixed) as letters are forwarded in paokets. 

M \ •. 

w ■ 

The Committee is only able to be of help with respect to men who have been 
shot down over North Vietnam. 




The Committee also is able to request information regarding the status of 
men thought to have been shot down over North Vietnam and captured there. 

inquiries the Committee needs to have the individual^ service num- 


ber, and any available information as to when and where be was shot down. 


Lf 4 4*U ma vi rv a a 6* ^ n it aU nArtk #« a H aww 4 4»<4> aa » . ^ J ^ ^ _ 

W4.UU WU DUUU Wilt; VUIlIUIXbUW WUUJLU OApeUL to receive 


a lezzer 

to bis family lf the individual is being held in North Vietnam. If the in- 
dividual is known to be dead or if the North Vietnamese have no information 
regarding him, the Committee expects to receive that word to the extent 
possible. In any case the Committee will communicate with the family con- 
cerned as soon as it receives word. In this way we expect that, as Xuan 
Thuy, head of the North Vietnamese delegation In Paris, baa said, gradually 
all families of servicemen held in North Vietnam will bear from their relati 


Background 


The Committee of Liaison has been established In response to an initiative 
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have been mimeographed with only her name entered, and she 
assumes that every relative of the servicemen detained in 
North Vietnam who receive letters by that means, receive 
only the mimeographed letters from the committee also. No 
one has ever come to contact her in person, and the only 
direct communication she has had has been with COR^WEIS^. ^7 
as described above. The committee did send Urs.VHHB 
some forms to '.use in writing to her husband, butTneno^^^ 
used them. They have the return address of COLIFAU. She 
has used the prescribed or recommended form sent to her by 
the casualty office and has used one that the Navy had put . 
out . 


She has attempted to communicate with her husband 
by regular mall channels, but in Hay, 1970, she did send one 
through the committee for her husband, but it was not written 
on the form they provided. She has written her husband 
otherwise through the State Department or channels suggested 
by the State Department and the casualty office of the Air 
Force. She has sent letters through some other peace groups 
whenever the casualty office would notify her that someone 
was going to Hanoi. 

There has been no evidence that letters from her 
husband have been held up by anyone for any unusually long 
time. She has received absolutely no acknowledgement from 
her husband that he has ever received. any of her letters, 
although she writes every once monthly. 

^^^torresopndence from COLIFAU has not been interpreted 
by «ny effort to harass or cajole her and 

co ntact^ritnthe committee has been strictly as described above. 
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Mrs,’ 

LShlngt&ff, advised that - hereon 

was shot dox^^^^n airplane while fighting 

.n the Vietnam War 1965. She first heard 

that he was a prisoner o^war in 1967 and 

heard through the news media onV||^HBt 1970, that he 
had written a letter. She receive^xn^jletter in the 
■ail on April 14, 1970, and stated that the letter came 
through the Committee of Liaison: with families of service- 
men detained in North Vietnam. She added that she has had 
no personal contact with this committee or anyone on the 
committee and that they have never corresponded with her. 

trl ** 

Mrs . vises thai she keeps in touch 

with Lieutenant Commander HALMBERG, Service Center, Naval 
Reserve Training Center, 860 Terry Avenue, N. , Seattle, 
Washington. 


She added that sometimes the letters have been 
enclose^ in envelopes stating that the above-mentioned 
committee had a friend by the name of CORA WEISS, who had 
been ^^Jlorth Vietnam and who had picked up the letters, 
lfrs. VHI^^H^af firmed that she does not recognize her 
workTitWnre committee and that she never will. She had 
no further comment concerning her son or the above-mentioned 
committee. 
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COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN 
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 
(COLIFAM) 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 

LHM dated and captioned as 
above at Seattle, Washington 


All sources (except any listed belov) vhose identities 
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information in the past. 


eouCealed in referenced communication nave rumished reliable 
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TREAT AS YELLOW 
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FBI 
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Date: //_/«*-' "?£• 


□ IM^MaATE/? *v 

Transmit the message that follows by coded teletype: OUHGEn^ t ''^''*''*’''■7 

********************************** 

TO: QTHE PRESIDENT 


□ THE VICE PRESIDENT 
^OATT. : 

adwHrr 


FBD DISSfMIMATK* ^ 

□ 


ITE^HOUSE SITUATION ROOM > . 

23"TT. : W/Ls tot. 

□Secretary of state XS70 


[3 DIRECTOR, CIA 


AIL INFORM 7I0N CONTAINED 
BEFEIK is UNCLASSIFIED 

p*mt pjif3 by 





□^DIRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ffcO/M/A 
□ AND NATIONAL INDICATIONS CENTER ^3/5) 

# 

□Department of the army - 
□Department of the air force 

[?fNAVAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE - 
□U. S. SECRET SERVICE (PID) □ ENCODED 
tZ ATTORNEY GENERAL (BY MESSENGER) 

□ NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY, ATT: SENIOR OPERATION OFFICER * 

- ysy Iff 


MXfi 



□ 

From: DIRECTOR, FBI 
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CODE PRIORITY 



TO: WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

ATT.: OR. HENRY A. KISSINGER 

TO: SECRETARY OF STATE 

TO: DIRECTOR, CIA 

TO: DIRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

TO: NAVAL IMVESTI VATIVE SERVICE 

TO: ATTORNEY GENERAL (BY MESSENGER) 

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI 
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COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN 
NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 



DDMIlt n^i f mi c 

rovviuti; nc.LJ.HDLC. 


INrUKNAI J.UN 


IN THE PAST 


ADVISED ELEVEN TWELVE, 
CONFERENCE AT DIPLOMAT 
END PAGE ONE 




SEVENTY THAT COLIFAM IS CONDUCTING NEWS 

t 

HOTEL, NYC, ELEVEN AM, ELEVEN THIRTEEN NEXT 
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PAGE TNPEF (S E E T) 

VOICE OF VIETNAM 
ENGLISH TRANSMISSION" 

TWO. FOLLOWING STATEMENT FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM WILL BE RELEASED? 

IN CONFORMITY WITH THE HUMANITARIAN POLICY OF THE GOVERNMENT 

OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM TOWARD THE AMERICAN 

PILOTS CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM, ON THE OCCASION OF CHRISTMAS 
AND NEW YEAR NINETEEN SEVENTY ONE? 

IT IS PERMITTED TO THE FAMILIES OF THE AMERICAN PILOTS 

CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM TO SEND CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 

PACKAGES OF FIVE KGS EACH ( USUALLY PACKAGES OF THREE KGS ARE 

ALLOWED). SENDING OF PACKAGES MUST OBSERVE THE USUAL REGULATIONS, 

BY POSTAL ROUTE THROUGH MOSCOW. ANY OTHER MEANS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTABLE 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR CARDS MAY BE SENT TO AMERICAN 

PILOTS CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM FROM THEIR FAMILIES WITH 

THE HELP OF THE COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN 
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM. THE SAID COMMITTEE MAY SEND ITS 
REPRESENTATIVE TO BRING THESE CARDS DIRECTLY TO HANOI. 

END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR (S E OJR^ E T) 

WE REQUEST THE COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF 
SEPVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM TO TIMELY INFORM THE 

FAMILIES OF AMERICAN PILOTS CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM OF THE 
AFOREMENTIONED POINTS. 

THREE. SOURCE FURTHER STATED THAT WEISS AND DELLINGER 

WOULD REFER IN THEIR CONFERENCE TO "TEXT OF THE VIETCONG 

PROPOSAL AT TALKS IN PARIS", CARRIED IN THE NEW YORK TIMES, 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER EIGHTEEN, NINETEEN SEVENTY. HE FURTHER 

ADDED THAT SUFFICIENT COPIES OF THIS ARTICLE AS WELL AS PRINTED 

COPIES OF THE RECORDING OF ROBERT JAMES SCHWEITZER AND THE 

DR VN STATEMENT WILL BE HANDED OUT. 

FOUR. COLIEAM WILL ANNOUNCE THE COMMENCEMENT OF MAILING 

NEW LETTERS TO THE POW RELATIVES WHICH WERE RECEIVED RECENTLY 

EY A GROUP FROM COLIFAM. 

FIVE. LASTLY, COLIFAM INTENDS TO DISTRIBUTE XEROXED 
LETTERS FROM THE STOCKHOLM CONFERENCE ON VIETNAM DATED ELEVEN FOUR 
SEVENTY, IN SUPPORT OF UPCOMING CONFERENCE ON ELEVEN TWENTY EIGHT- 
THIRTY, NINETEEN SEVENTY. 

END PAGE FOUR 
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PAGE FIVE (S E C^fj^T ) 

SOURCE STATED HE IS UNAWARE THAT THE CONFERENCE WILL 
DISCLOSE NEW NAttES OF POW'S 
GP-I 
BT 


AWARE THA 
•%> 


a A / 


NNNN 

APPROVED BY SA 




END 
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15 PM URGENT ll-IB-TB^J^^ 
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RT^DOBESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 

IEU YORK 100“ 168469 

4mm. of »~V~.-X um ' 

I. MRTH «OLIFM). ■=-«■“• MOIStAATIOA susf* 

COO-iY). ^1V.. - ^X 

REKYAT TO BUREAU, NOVEMBER TEN, LAST. *' * 



^^_IOLIFA« IS HOLDING A PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE HOTEL 

TZZOT ™. » »«»■» t “" ,ee '- ,ext - 

„„ COL IF A. .0 COmCTKO LOCAL .«S AOE.CItS A.O IS A0»ISI«0 
THEM THAT DAVID DELLINGER AND CORA NEISS KILL HAVE A PRESS 
CONFERENCE AT ELEVEN AH CONCERNING NEN LETTERS FOR FAHILIE 
OF PRISONERS OF NAR BROUG^.flftTHIS COUNTRY BY A GROUP OF 

ATTORNEYS. <®U- RE&57, A 

NYO KILL COVER AND PROMPTLY ADVISE. 

LOCAL AGENCIES ADVISED «3CUSSIFI£D Bill 
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created by the North Vietnamese and Is an extension of previous effort 
It is not In any ense representing the government of North Vietnam. 

Since 1965 there have been 9 number of meetings between people of Viet 
(from both the North and the National Liberation Front of South Vietno 
and Americans who oppose the war. On three separate occasions reprece 
tatlves of the American anti-war movement have gone to Hanoi and have 
returned with released servicemen. On one occasion sn American peace 
activist went to Phnom Penh, Cambodia, to receive three American soldie 
who were released by the National Liberation Front. Americans visitin 
Hanoi have frequently carried letters to captured servicemen at the 
request of their families and they have brought back letters when they 
have returned to the United States. On several occasions such visitor 
from the peace movement have met with captured pilots In Hanoi. 

The Committee 


The Committee of Liaison believes that the safe return of U.S. service 
captured in North Vietnam and the half -million others that the United 
States maintains in South Vietnam, Laos, Thailand, and aboard naval 
vessels can only come with a decision on the part of the U.S. governme 
to completely withdraw from Vietnam. Because of this conviction, we w 
are serving on this Committee will also continue our efforts aimed at 
Immediate end complete wit heir of all ; a fc-rreu md wc*cer:i 


As individuals Committee members are active in a variety of organizatl 
and groups committed to ending the war: the New Mob. liration Committee 
End the War in Vietnam, The Conspiracy, Clergy and Laymen Concerned At 
Vietnam, U.S. Inter-religious Committee on Peace, Fellowship of Reconc 
1 st ion. Newsreel, Women Against Daddy Warbucks, Lawyers Committee on 
Vietnam, and Women Strike for Pesce. 

The Committee of Liaison is entirely dependent on donations from indiv 
iduala and organizations, and welcomes any gifts tc sustain Its work* 
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with Famii. s of Servicemen Deta ad in North Vietna 
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May 4, 1970 


(212) 765-1490 


From: Rev* Richard Fernandez 

To: The families of the 335 presently confirmed 
prisoners held in North Vietnam 
Re: information on correspondence with prisoners 


On April 20th I returned from a three-week trip to 
L80S and North Vietnam. In North Vietnam I spoke 
with officials responsible for communication between 
pilots held in detention there and their families 
here. The following information was emphasized to 
me by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are 
anxious to make sure that you are aware of it: 

1) The Vietnamese recommend that families use the 
air-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence. 

2) Communication to pilots should be limited to 
matters of family and health. 

3) Pilots are allowed to receive one letter per 
month and one package every other month (not 
over six pounds in weight). 


Detention Camp authorities have said that they do not 
wish to receive several letters and/or packages per 
month for a given pilot from different members of the 
same family. Families should make arrangements for 
alternating letters each month if different members 

want to write* 


The North Vietnamese authorities indicated that, from this point 
forward, they will not feel responsible for forwarding letters and 
packages that do not edher to the above. 

If the letter form is mailed directly it can go in another envelope 
but the mail route, "via Moscow, U.S.S.R.,* 1 should definitely be in- 
cluded in the address* If letters are sent to the Committee of Liaiso 
for forwarding please enclose but do not affix stamps as we send lette 
on in packets. The Committee cannot- forward packages for families* 

While I was in Hanoi, Prof. Douglas Dowd of Cornell University and I 
met with three pilots: Cdr. Robert Schweitzer of Lemoore, California; 
Cdr. Walter Wilbur of Virginia Beach and Lt. Col. Edison Miller of 
Santa Ana, California. The three men were in good health, and said 
they had dally exercise and reading material. The three pilots ad- 
vised us that they had been getting letters and packages from their 
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Richard Fernanv jz memo - page 2 



include toilet articles and a 


families, snd asked that packages 
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or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cream, instant coffee 
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non-melting candy. They said they do not need clothes. 


Also, in my discussions with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarit; 
with the American People, the Committee of Liaison* s contact in 
Vietnam, we confirmed that since December over 800 letters have 
sent from Hanoi through the Committee of Liaison. Of those, 15- 
letters are still on their way from Hanoi to families here. 


We hope that this information clarifies some aspects of correspi 
for you. If you have any further questions please do not hesit; 
to contact us. 
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COMMITTEE OF FAISON 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietr, 

365 West 42nd Street. New York, N.Y. 10036 


CABLE ADDRESS: 

C LI AF AM 


( 212 ) 765-149 


Co-chairmen: 

Dave Dellinger 
Coro Weiss 

Treasurer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett Bear friend : 


May 13, 1970 


Committee 

Richard J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Folk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Norman Fruchter ' 
‘Maggie Geddas 
Steve Hat I i well 
Prof. Donald Kalish 
Stewart Meochom 
Prof. Bea Seitzman 
Prof. Front Schumann 
Ethel Taylor 
‘Barbara Webster 
Trvdi Young 


Today we received two packages of letters which 
we have been expecting from prisoners held In 
North Vietnam* The total number of letters In 
both packages was 156 . Although the packages 
were mailed a month apart, they both arrived 
here today* 

We are very happy to send herewith the letter 
addressed to you* 


Sincerely, 

BgjU)qaju IaJaMm- 

Barbara Vebster 


‘•toff 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

- : b 

C # 18 X 5 , 570 
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COMMITTEE OF I MSON 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vieti 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 





CABLE ADDRESS: 

COLUFAM 


Cu-c Hoi rm*n. 

Dove Del I infer 
Coro Weiss 

Treasurer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 

Committee 

Richard J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof* Richard Falk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Norman Fruchter 
‘Maggie Geddes 
Stove Holiiwoll 
Prof. Donald Kalish 
Stewart M eochom 
Prof. Boa Seitzmon 
Prof. Franz Schumann 
Ethel Taylor 
•Barbara Webstar 
Trwdi Young 

•staff 


( 212 ) 765 - 14 * 


June 14, 1970 


Dear friend: 

We are very glad to send you the enclosed 
letter from North Vietnam. It, along 
with 142 others, was brought to this 
country by Jean Palomdon, Nancy Rubin 
and Judy Claver — anti-war activists 
who spent two weeks in North Vietnam, 

The letters were slightly delayed in 
getting here because all the material 
they brought back with them, including 
the letters, was confiscated by the 
Canadian Customs upon their arrival in 
Montreal, This was totally unexpected 
and unprecedented; but they generated 
enough pressure so that everything was 
returned to them. 



There will be another group going to 
North Vietnam at the end of this month. 
If you would like them to take a letter 
from you, please send it to us in the 
next week or bo. 


3/ 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN!!) /*» ^ 


r 


Sincerely, 
Barbara Webster 
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COMMITTEE OF L. 4 ISON 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietna 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 




CABLE ADDRESS: 
COLUFAM 


C*-c..oirmen: 

Dove Dellinger 
Coro Weitft 

Tree *urer: 

Mri. Anne Bennett 

Committee 

Rickord J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Folk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Norman Fruchter 
‘Maggie Geddes 
Steve Halliweii 
Prof. Donald Kolith 
Stewort Meacham 
Prof. Bea Seitzmon 
Prof. Fronz Schumann 
Ethel Taylor 
‘Barbara Webster 
Trtrdi Yeung 

‘staff 


(212) 765-1490 


June 26, 1970 


Dear friend: 

We are very happy to send you the enclosed 
letter. It, along with 105 others, was 
brought back to this country by a group 
of anti-war people who have just returned 
from a visit to North Vietnam. 

This brings to a total of 1,110 letters 
which the Committee of Liaison has for- 
warded on to families since last December. 


Sincerely, 
Barbara Webster 
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COMMITTEE OF JA/SOIJ 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietn 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 




CABLE ADDRESS: 
COUAFAM 


Co -choirmen: 

Dove Dellinger 
Coro Wei tt 

Treasurer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 

Committee 

Richard J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Model ine Duckies 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Mormon Fruchter - 

‘Maggie Geddes 
Steve Holliweli 
Prof. Donald Kolish 
Stewart Meacham 
Prof. Beo Seitxman 
Prof. Franz Schurmann 

C*L I ▼ « 

loyior 

‘Barbara Webster 
Trudi Young 

‘staff 


« 



(212) 765-149C 


September 18, 1970 


Dear Friends, 


We are very happy to forward the en- 
closed letters to you. I would like to aive 


IfAkl 
J fVU 


an qvvuuj u. ui 


^ Lsm /stfAn A m A W A A A aovIf m T a m a 

UlU cvciitD uia<p tuk * a. jyiawc 


around the illegal seizure of these letters 
at Kennedy Airport on Wednesday. You would 
have had your mail a day or two earlier had it 
not been for this interference. 


Robert Scheer announced when he left 
Hanoi that he had been given 379 letters from 
pilots whose names appeared on the list of 

35^ nrovf nttelu r*ftnf irmofl nri arsnorc fir . 

^ ^ •> 'W* V mt w w* J WOOO. ** 40 VW4 IV* W t I * • 

Scheer, with a delagation of 10, had spent 
three months in Algeria, North Korea, China, 
and North Vietnam, and had accumulated a wide 
range of materials. However, U.S. Customs 
officials at Kennedy Airport were interested 
only in the whereabouts of the letters. Mr* 
Scheer opened the two packets of letters for 
the Customs officials to see. They then took 
him into a private room and demanded that he 
turn over the mail, saying, M Ne must open it 
and read it. 1 He refused to hand over the 
letters as they had been consigned to him for 
iiranediate delivery to families. Pinally, the 

m 2 .1 . ^ ... A- 1 1 — A. A. _ 

wovviua viiiuiaxo ayxccu vu uxaut: viie xeuueis 

in bond, where the packages were officially 
sealed and a receipt given to Mr. Scheer. 

(Last Saturday 143 letters were brought 
by t. traveller returning from Hanoi. That 
broight to 1243 the number of letters from pri- 
soners that have been delivered by hand to the 
U.S. without interference • ) 


At>Tj CfWTATNc.!) 

j'Vr IV 1 5 l T *!C IjA S? I P I EO / **» 

1 jjL>Jn3_By 
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•JO explanation has been offered by anyone for the 
seizure of the nail# and no guarantees have been made that 
this will not happen again. On Thursday afternoon the 
State Department assured me that the mail was available 
t.o be claimed and expressed concern that it be forwarded 
immediate \y to relieve anxiety of waiting families. We 
reminded the State Department that it was the government 
that had seized the mail in seeming disregard for the fam- 
ilies# prisoners, and the future of communication between 
them. Mr. Scheer off erred to meet with representatives of 
the State Department at the airport to discuss the situation 
and see what could be done to prevent future occurrances of 
this nature. His request was rejected. When he went with 
Rennie Davis and myself to reclaim the nail# he was unneces- 
sarily harrassed, and the press was ejected from observing 
the reclamation# despite the fact that the very same people 
had observed the seizure. T7 hen he finally got the letters, 
,f r. Scheer immediately transferred them to the Committee of 
Liaison for distribution. 

We are very distressed about this incident. This 
delivery of mail brought first letters from previously con- 
firmed prisoners for four families, some of whom had had 
no mail for five years. We have devoted considerable time 
and effort to maintaining a reliable and efficient channel 
for communication between you and the pilots. At the ini- 
tiative of the North Vietnamese both the volume and frequency 
of mail has increased. The pilots have been receiving in- 
creasing numbers of packages, including a wide assortment of 
food, medicines, clothing and various kinds of games. Me 
are not responsible for the conreq icnces that acts of govern- 
mental interference may produce. 

Please do not hesitate to be in touch with us if 
you have any questions, and kindly inform us of any changes 
of address. Should you wish us to forward mail to your 
relatives in North Vietnam we will be glad to do so. There 
will be several people travelling there in the coining months. 


Sincerely odours , 

rr\ . \ , 

'Cora Weiss 
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COMMITTEE Oh MSON 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietm 

365 W**t 42nd New York, N.Y. 10036 212 (5^9 4^73) 

October 30, 1970 


CABLE ADDRESS: 

COLIAFAM 


(212) 76S-14»fl- 


C*>c v oirm*n: 

Dow Dollingor 
Coro Waiss 


Dear families. 


This letter is being sent to all families of 
confirmed prisoners of war in North Vietnam as a 
general information memo to respond to the many 
questions we have received in recent weeks. Kindly 
excuse the form, but so many of your concerns are 
similar that we thought this more efficient. We are 
enclosing air letters for your use. One letter a month' 
is still allowed. Kindly seal all letters sent thru 
the Committee of Liaison, and staple or clip photos 
inside the letter form. We have no interest in seeing 

Rav. Richord F*rnondJ?^il • 

Normon Fruchur A delegation of lawyers is leaving shortly fpr 

G«ddes & visit to the DRV. They have expressed willingness 
Slav# Hof I i well ,to carry mail with them. Anyone wishing to avail 

Prof. Donald Kali»h themselves of this opportunity should have mail in 
Stowort Moochom our office no later than Nov. 7- We guarantee only 

Prof. Boo Soitzmon that the mail will arrive safely in North Vietnam 
Prof. From $chur»ann& n 3 will be delivered to the appropriate authorities. 


Troosoror: 

Mr*. Anno Bonnott 

Committee 

Richord J. Barnett 
Ronnie Davis 
Modeline Duckies 
Prof, Richard Falk 


Ethel Taylor 
* Barbara Webster 
Trudi Young 

*»toff 


We have no way of guaranteeing that the prisoners 
will get each letter. That is beyond our ability. 
However, if the mail conforms to the regulations we 
have no reason to doubt its delivery. We believe that 
from what we have’ been told by families, there is 
some delay, even risk, in sending mail thru postal 
routes. Much of the mail sent has obviously gotten 
thry y but some has been returned, or may wait for 
long periods for irregular flights. The Vietnamese 
are using hand delivery only for getting mail to’ 
the US because of the risky and unpredictable postal 

Ahaminal e Un 4 1 kn > W _ _ J _ 1 .... j _ — J w. _ x ^ A. 1 L 

vnBimti.0 . riojLj. j*ao uvcii uexayea etna nas *,a*,en munnis 
to arrive. They now wait for delegations to bring it. 
Last month we Bent 250 letters to North Vietnam with a group. All 
mall presently in the office will be delivered with the next group. 

As of now, over 1600 letters have been received since Dec, We do not 
know why some men have written more frequently than others . We also 
do not know if the list of 335 menannounced in April is final for 
those being held by the North Vietnamese. When asked by family members, 
we have inquired about specific servicemen for whom there is substantial 

AV M 4* ^k«4 u ^ k.. » I»l_ 1 _ -» , . . 

~ wi wjcxr capture, wnen we nave a repxy we wm, or course, 

let the families know. It is our understanding that until there is 
some movement in Paris to respond to the proposals put forward by 
Mine. Blnh on Sept. 17, there will be no further move vis-a-vis pow’s. 
That, is, until the two conditions are met; setting a fixed date for 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED y 

WTSEtN 1? UNCLAS?ITIED^^m|mm| 13 

f***>WVM 
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the total withdrawal of all US forces from Vietnam, and 
agreeing to withdraw support from the Thieu Ky Khiem regime, 
they will not be willing to discuss the prisoner issue. 

They have rntde it clear that they view this issue as part 
of the overall solution to the .war, and it cannot- he dealt 
with separately. Upon fixing that date and agreeing to 
withdraw support, prisoners from both DRV as well as those 
being held by the NLP in the South,- will be released. They 
do not have to wait for the completion of withdrawal of 
troops . 

Many articles, comics, newsletters have appeared on 
the subject of prisoners. We thought you might be interested 
in seeing the enclosed which may shed more light on this 
subject. Mr. Van Dyke is an international lawyer currently 
on staff at the Center for the Study of Democratic Institu- 
tions, Santa Barbara, Calif. He was formerly employed in 
the State Department working on the matter of prisoners. 

.We send these along because they provide facts and a point 
of view not frequently seen in a discussion of this topic. 

We appreciate being kept, informed as to your changes 
of address, and continue to welcome your questions. We hope 
you continue to remember that we are here, not there, have 
no authority in handling prisoner affairs? and have tried 
to maintain a clear and efficient and reliable channel for 
communication between you and your spns and husbands. We 
look forward to the end of' our task, for that will represent 
America's agreement to conclude the war and the release of 
the prisoners. 

t 


Sincerely yours 



Mbs. Cora Weiss 


P.S. We expect otither delegations will be invited to 
North Vietnam in December and through the winter months . 
Any mall arriving after Nov. 7 will be held for the next 
group. 
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GLTl (AUrrirte) 


N| Tti (Nome in full): 



if littH (Sarvlca numbar) : 

m n ttAf SUM (Data & ploca of birth) : 


HA Oil (Address): 

TR*I GIAM PHI C6NG If? &} BJlT T*I 
nu6c VI$T-NAM pan chO cOng H6k 

VIA MOSCOW, USSR (Comp of for US pilot I capw 

t* tho DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC of VIETNAM) 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON 

with Families of Sorvicomon Detained in North Vietnam 


NCtr&I C&I <Aiir„ m ) 



Hf T tM (Noma in fvli): 


HA Cm! (Address) : 








3r- v * 
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Mr VIET (Dated) - 


m MU IN.B.) : 

1. Phii Tiit rt chi 4trg% riiit trio nhfr&g 4tag ki ih (Write 

legibly end only on the lines). 

2. Trong t her chi 4vr^e n6i Unh htnh kh&t ri fcfafc 
gia dinh (Write only eboui heekh end femily). 

*• ®(* Aah gfri tf n eftng phii th»« Mng mla, kfcaAn kh& rk qaj 

(l^rien from femiket m koold elto conform to dm proforme). 


CPTWtUL NO. M 

MAV INI KPfTMN 

«■* Pnni (m CM) MMl.* 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 




DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 

La** 

|SA(T, SEATTLE (100-30385) (P) 


date: 


11/23/70 


JiA A-** 1^1 Ai* 

n/i «/o v - ' r *•*« «■ w 


"COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 

At' rPfttft/'imiTlM TNtllflt TfctTSWk 

w oj^iw uj&taxnjuj iw 

NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) Ai- t>t. ? ’'ATU*:’ v-r : 

IS - MISC urpr ^ ' 

REGISTRATION ACT B 

OO: NEW YORK 'RjuHmi A ^*4 Q>/Z?/X 

Re Seattle airtel and LHM 8/31/70. Seattle 
letter 9/3/70. Bureau letter 10/12/70. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven (11) copies 
and for New York three (3) copies of an LHM concerning 
captioned matter. 

The LHM is clasiNfcied "Conf^fc*tial" in view of 
the request of some of the Thterviewees ^to protect the 
information for fear of retribution against their rela- 
tives who are POWs in Hanoi. 


SEATTLE DIVISION 
At Seattle, Washington 


will follow and report additional interviews 
with relatives of POWs^fcJtorth Vietnam* w - , 


( / pen oq 11 { - — - 

2 - Bureau (Enc. 11) ™ r ** 

3 - New York <100-168469* fEne- fRE«'« NOV 30 7970 

,-jAU 


-W- 


Copy 

by routing slip f° r 
0_^nfo □ action 






.-rtnefl 

t toU cowrie— - 

JOIASSU^ 


DEC 81970 x 

Bi/> I/.J\ Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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In Reply, Phase Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Seattle, Washington 

November 23, 1970 TFmrirNTI-Tl 


KE: COMMITTEE OF DIM SON WITH FAMILIES 

OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN 
J NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Set out hereafter are the results of interviews 
with various relatives of alleged Prisoners of War *(POW) in 
North Vietnam. Some of the persons interviewed indicated 
a fear of retribution on their relatives who may be POWs 
and they requested that this information be handled dis- 
creetly. 


AT, 7 TV 
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ClJ^S.SlL 

This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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nnt. September 17 


mber 10, 1970, Mr, and Mrs. 

ed at their home 


is employed as a 
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-■ w 


furnished the 
Sh 

and a son. 
their son, 
Vietnam and on 
the paints th 
might be a cap 
this informati 
from Hanoi. I 
released a new 
two c/ther U.S. 
Santa Fe, Hew 
San Antonio, T 


aBaW 


.tit# 


inst 
togr 
ut d 
goin 
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This document contomt nefthe 
It ond its contents ore not So be d 


Dot* dictated. 


9/11/70 
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Art &c f&f~ to* 


. . / 


sent them a form letter describing how to write to 
American prisoners of war in Hano^j^^^l^jlg^were some 
forms to use, similar to the type^^Hpm^HHI has used 
U to them from his camp of ^Kentxor^DU^Tlrs . 

Jv resents this effort to instruct her how to write 

V T^^W^on so she threw the forms away. They all had the 
return address of the Committee of Liaison. She maintains 
that as long as the U.S. Postal Service is in operation 
she intends to attempt to communicate with her son in that 
fashion and has done so regularly every month, but she has 
received no acknowledgment that any of her letters have been 
received since 1968* He has acknowledged a letter he 
received about Christmas time, 1967, but not during 1969, 
nor since has she received any acknowledgment he received 
her letters. However, in 1969, he acknowledged he received 
a Christmas package for Christmas, 1968, and he has 
acknowledged receiving a package sent AugusJ 8, 1969. 

» 1970, ftuJHHH^^long witi01r^>^A7<£ 
Mrs . both of^HHHBf 

ider somewna^sponsorsnip of the^^^W^^ 
Chamber of Commerce in an effort to obtain information 
through the North Vietnames^Embass^ regardinj 
J^y^soned relatives. Mrs . husband, 

x ^HBhas been missing sinc^VH^i966 , and 

Marian Liaison. Mrs. 
husbandj^^^^HHHIH^^^H|M was action 

rom 1969 , when the 

Govei^^^^^nanged his staru^t^prisoner of war. Mrs. 
fl^HH||H^first heard from him in April, 1970 , and the letter 
^W^xnWugh the Committee of Liaison. The Air Force 
S' fice at Randolph Air Force Base called Mrs. 

V^^^jm^and said the Committee of Liaison had asked for 
ne^Traaress. This was in March, 1970, and she received a 
letter from him in April, 1970, and again in May, 1970. 

Wh^^inParis, Mrs.^HHH|and the two other 
ladies from talked to tneTrench Red Cross about 

attempting ircWHRWrion of the condition and status of the 
prisoners, but the women were asked if they had contacted 
"The North Vietnamese Delegation in New York." Knowing that 
North Vietnam has no embassy nor other delegation in the 
United States, the Red Cross representative was asked if 
it was meant the Committee of Liaison, and it was learned 
that this is the representative of North Vietnam referred 
to. They were referred to the Committee of Liaison for 
information. 



tr kt h, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

All 47 c. 630 

^ ^ Oo»«L- 


10/1/70 


Mrs. 

furnished the fo] 



loving inxor 



JLnce promoted 
and was shot down in Nort 

' 6 t DaB ^SHHHH 1 ^ b 7» vbire flying a combat mission for 
. the u. S.Ai^rorce^^H^ys carried as missing in action by 
LmV ^ the Air Force untll^^^^^H| 1968, when the casualty office 
~ of the U. S . Air For^Wf^TBndolph Air Force Base, Texas, no- 
tified her of a change in his status stating he had been 
Identified as one of the prisoners being held by North Vietnam. 


identified 
that year. 


by 



one 

pa- 

in 




T* H 
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She vas advised that he had been 
of three prisoners released in February of^ 
rently one of the three men released sav 
a camp of detention in North Vietnam. 

Mrs . ^HHHHBheard nothing further of nor from her 
husband until ltorc^xB^1970 , when she received a mysterious 
telegram from the Committee of Liaison Vlth Families of Ser- 
vicemeh Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM^^Jhe telegram 
vas mysterious in that it wished Mrs happy birth- 

day, and it vas on or near her birthday^HHrane has never 
learned how the committee found this out. It is possible her 
usband mentioned this to someone or to one of his captors, 
but in any event, the telegram said a letter had arrived from 
Hanoi, and that sail from her husband vas enroute. 


Then on April 22, 1979, she received a letter from 
her husband vith a cover letter from COLIFAU, and in an en- 
velope of that organization. The cover letter vas signed by 
CORA WEIS^andDAVE DELLINGER • This vas a mimeographed letter 
and Mrs got the impression that probably many like 

it vas sen^WWrlxl 

-£^3 \n^ 


is 


;h letters from prisoners in North Vietnam. 


uj 

>-■ ii. 






Just prior to April 22, 1970, however, she received 
a letter from COLIFAU dated April 29, 1970, which, was signed 
STEVEN ErfaLITELL and said that Reverend RICHAR&«RNANDEZ, 
member of the committee, had returned that day and brought 
back some letters. The letter received from her husband in 
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April, 1970 , was dated by him llarch 30 f 1970, and was a six- 
line form on paper apparently furnished by the camp of deten- 
tion. £7 c. 


Shortly thereafter, on April 29, 1970, Mrs. 
received a postcard and a letter, a six-line letter, 

December 13 , 1969, which was received In a cover letter ^md 
envelope of^COLIFAH. The letter was signed by BARBAR^WEBSTER 
and MAGGIQ/geDDER, stating that the letters had just arrived 
and had come wltt^^packet of others. This was somewhat 
curious to Mrs .^^HHHfl^as there had been no prior notice 
of this second {/ir- 

The next letter received by Mrs from her 

husband was May 14, 1970, and dated by her nHBin^january 17, 
1970. it was received with a cover letter of COLIFAM dated 
May 13,, 1970. It said that date they had received two packages 
of letters totalling 156, but they had been mailed a month 
apart * There was no explanation for the delay. This letter 
was signed by BARBARA WEBSTER. 

On May 4, 1970, Urs had received a mimeo- 
graphed letter from the commit te^ffisigned , but was in memoran- 
dum form from Reverend RICHARD BEIWANDE’Z, a member of the commit- 
tee, who stated he had just returned April 20, 1970, from a 
three week trip to Laos and North Vietnam. This memorandum 

gave Instructions for writing to persons in detention andsug^^ 
gesting the committee be used for this purpose, but Mrs.flHHHH 
has not . 

Another , letter from her husband was received June 
29, 1970, when this was a seven-line note on a form, apparently 
provided by the camp of detention. This was airmailed from New 
York through COLIFAM. Her husband had dated this letter May 
20, 1970. The cover letter of COLIFAM was signed by BARBARA 
WEBSTER and related that this letter had been received along 
in a group of 105 letters from servicemen detained in North 
Vietnam. B - 

Mrs. ^^^^■■kad vised on September 21, 1970, she 
received anothe^^Win-TTne note from her husband dated June 
25, 1970. It was postmarked September 18, 1970, and was sent 
with a cover letter of the committee dated that date. This 
letter was In aimeograph-type< form also. 
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The only other tine Mrs had any 

contact with the committee or similar group was in December, 
1969. The address of the American Friends Service Committee 
had been furnished her by the State Department, and it had 
been suggested to her by the State Department of a* possible 
source of communication with her buoband. She had no know- 
ledge then it was other than a Quaker or Friends organization. 
She sent a letter to her husband through the American Friends 
Service Committee. This organization responded, acknowledging 
receipt of the letter stating that it was hoped that It could 
be delivered. This was December 15, 1969. 1 , 7 & 

Correspondence with other groups has 

received was January 20, 1970, when ROGER G ^TREDR ICKSON 
apparently writing for LOUIS W, SCHNEIDER, Associate Execu- 
tive Secretary of the American Friends Service Committee, 
stated that he had been to North Vietnam from December 26, 

1969, to January 9, 1970, and was able to deliver to the 
Vietnam Committee for Solidarity With American People (VIETMY) . 
jibout 500 letters from relatives in the U. S. prior to depar- 
ture, and that he had been given 69 letters from 64 prisoners, 
and in keeping with the North Vietnamese request, those letters 
had been given to the Committee of Liaison With Families of 
Servicement Detained in North Vietnam, 365 West 42nd Street, 

New York City, for transmittal to the individual addressees. 

ad vised that although she regularly 
writes to her nusban^Tnrough regular mail channels, she has 
never sent a letter through COLIFAM. 

From letters received by her husband^^^J^not 
possible yet to determine if letters from Urs.HHHB are 
being received regularly by her husband. In tw^ie^WW, he 
has acknowledged packages sent in December, 1969. In the 
March, 1970, letter he acknowledged the December, 1969, package. 


In the letter she received September 21, 1970, her 
husband acknowledged an earlier letter, but she cannot tell 
which one he referred to, because she has told him twice that 
she has sold one of their cars, and he mentioned that he was 
glad she did. 


In the letter received April 22, 1970, he said to 
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tell bis Bother, Happy Birthday. Actual^^^yw^er had 
passed away some months earlier, and Urs has told 

him repeatedly in letters that the mothe^na^aie^7 but he 
has not mentioned it whatever, so she Is certain that not all 
of her letters are getting through to him. 


He asked her once to send some pictures, and she 
already had, but she does not know whether he was trying to 
tell her he got the pictures or trying to say that they had 
been removed before he got the letter. Ho letter sent to 
him has ever been returned. She has not been harassed by 
COLIFAM, and the extent of her correspondence is as described 
above . 
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Shortly thereafter, Mrs . received a 

letter written by her husband In a prisoner of war camp In 
North Vietnam, which was sent to her via a cover letter on 
printed stationary of the COLIFAM, and In their envelope 
nailed from New York City, 

The letter written by her husband was on a form 
used in the detention camps and was dated by her husband In 
March, 1970. The cover letter of COLIFAM wa s signed by a 
staff member of COLIFAM, whose Identity Mrs . VHHHp could 
not recall. A 

In May, 1970, Mrs .^tfHH^HBrecelved another 
letter from her husband throuSinSoLTPJni. It came in an 
envelope of the committee also, and with a cover letter 
signed by someone she assumes was a staff member of the 
committee. 

Mrs. heard nothing further from her bus- 
band until thi^cfne^bept ember 21, 1970, when she received 
another letter from her husband sent by the committee with 
their cover letter, which was a mimeographed note signed by 
CORA WEISS, and explained that the letter would have been 
sent sooner, but that it, along with others, had been con- 
fiscated by U. S. authorities. , 

It mentioned an incident Mrs. fHHHHhad read 
about in the local newspaper, which reportec^nar ARTHUR 
-^3 CHEER had been to Hanoi and brought the letters t>ack, but 
*they were confiscated by U. S. Customs, but eventually re- 
turned. The letter from COLIFAM was dated September 18, 
1970, and bore the return address 365 West 42nd Street, New 
York City. . 

yn&* 

Mrs . ■JHJHHkstated she had read or had heard 
from news reporx^tna^AKTHUR SCHEER had gone with ten Black 
Panther Party members to Algiers, where they, along with 
ELDRIDGE CLEAVER, Black Panther Party member fugitive, had 
gone to J jorth Korea, Communist China and to North Vietnam 
and had brought the letters back to the United States. 

Ur8a VBIHHw s ^ at6<s that * he alleged verifica- 
tion of the numBero^pris oners being held in North Vietnam 
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